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Dates of Service 

Name and Title  
x - 1884; William A. Brodie; Most Worshipful Past Grand Master  

Description  Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York; 1884  

Lodge Name 

Number Location 

and State  

Geneseo Lodge No. 214; Geneseo; NY  

Lodge Title and 

Year  

Master; 1869; 1870; 1871; 1875; 1876; 1877; 1880; Senior Warden; 1868; 

Junior Warden 1867; Secretary; 1864; 1865; 1866  

Royal Arch Chapter 

Name and Number  
RoyalArch: Yes; 1867  

Knights Templar 

Commandery Name 

and Number  

KnightsTemplar; Monroe Commandery No. 12; 1873  

Scottish Rite 

Degree and 

Consistory Name  

ScottishRite; 33; Rochester Consistory  

Scottish Rite Title 

and Year  
Sovereign Grand Inspector General; September 25, 1885  

Grand Lodge Office 

and Year  

GrandLodge-Office; Grand Master; 1884; Deputy Grand Master; 1883; 

Senior Grand Warden; 1881; 1882; Junior Grand Warden; 1879; 1880; 

Grand Steward; 1873; 1877; 1878; District Deputy Grand Master; 1871; 

1872; 1874; 1875; Committee on Warrants; 1870 ; 

Trustee of the Hall and Asylum Fund; up to 18995; Chairman of the 

Committee on Finance; 1910; 1911; 1912; 1913; 1914; 1915; 1916; 1917  

Born  1841, August 9  

Raised  1863, November 9  

Died  1917, May 9  

Other 1  

Grand Master Brodie was born in Kilbarchian, Renfrewshire, Scotland. 

When he was two years old, his parents moved to America, and settled in 

Rochester, New York. The oldest of five children, William Brodie attended 

public school until he was fourteen, when he began working for J. Z. 

Newcomb, a dry goods merchant, as his clerk and bookkeeper. He stayed 

with Mr. Newcomb for nine years, when he then began working as a 

bookkeeper for General James A. Wadsworth of Geneseo, NY. After ten 

years of working in this capacity, he was hired as the Agent for the estate of 

William Wadsworth and as attorney for his heirs, a position that he kept for 

the rest of his life.  

Other 2  

While serving as Grand Master, William Brodie laid the cornerstone of the 

Statue of Liberty in the New York Harbor. The trowel that he used is made 

of sterling silver and ivory, and was beautifully engraved, as seen in the 

attached photographs. Brother Brodie gave the trowel to Geneseo Lodge 

No. 214 in 1914, where it remains in their care to this day. The trowel was 
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displayed at the Statue of Liberty Centennial in August of 1986. It was 

recently used at the Grand Lodge of New York's 225th Celebration in May 

of 2007, at which time it was loaned for temporary exhibit to the Chancellor 

Robert R Livingston Masonic Library of Grand Lodge. It is currently on 

display in the Grand Lodge Library and Museum on the 14th floor. [May 

2007 - ]  

Other 3  

Mr. Brodie was prominent in local civic affairs. He was elected County 

Treasurer of Livingston County, working as such for fifteen years, from 

1877 to 1892. (1877; 1878; 1879; 1880; 1881; 1882; 1883; 1884; 1885; 

1886; 1887; 1888; 1889; 1890; 1891; 1892) 

He also served as the Secretary and Treasurer of the Wadsworth Library. 

He was a member, secretary and president of the Livingston County 

Historical Society. He was also the secretary of the Temple Hill 

Association, and a member of the board of the William Pryor Letchworth 

Memorial Association. Grand Master Brodie was also the vice-president of 

the Genesee Valley National Bank at the time of his death.  

Other 4  

Brother Brodie was additionally the President of the Geneseo Gas Company 

and of the Geneseo Electric Company . 

He was an elder in the Presbyterian Church of Geneseo from 1868 until his 

death in 1917 (1868; 1869; 1870; 1871; 1872; 1873; 1874; 1875; 1876; 

1877; 1878; 1879; 1880; 1881; 1882; 1883; 1884; 1885; 1886; 1887; 1888; 

1889; 1890; 1891; 1892; 1893; 1894; 1895; 1896; 1897; 1898; 1899; 1900; 

1901; 1902; 1903; 1904; 1905; 1906; 1907; 1908; 1909; 1910; 1911; 1912; 

1913; 1914; 1915; 1916; 1917) . 

Mr. Brodie was a delegate to several Republican party conventions, as well 

as serving as a local correspondent for Rochester newspapers for eight 

years. "There was scarcely an organization in Geneseo that didn't have Mr. 

Brodie's help either as an officer or member" says Emmett Hawkins, a local 

researcher, "Husband, father, church worker, community leader, dedicated 

Mason, reporter, wage-earner and political office-holder; one wonders 

where he found time to accomplish all these things."  

Other 5  

"William Brodie helped bring a state normal and training school to Geneseo 

in the late 1880s. He was a member of the Board of Visitors of the normal 

school for more than 50 years, secretary from 1887 to 1901 and president 

from 1901 until his death. He was closely identified with the educational 

and social life of the school and led a fight to win financial support for 

additions to the school just before his death." The school is now the State 

University of New York at Geneseo. In 1976, the State University of New 

York at Geneseo renamed their Fine Arts Building to become the William 

A. Brodie Fine Arts Center.  

Other 6  

At the cornerstone laying for the Statue of Liberty, MW Brodie utilized a 

trowel crafted specifically for that purpose . 

"The massive solid silver trowel with which the Grand Master spread the 

cement to unite the cornerstone to the foundation, handsomely inscribed, 

was presented to him accompanied with the following letter : 
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"The Executive Committee of the American Committee of the Statue of 

"Liberty Enlightening the World" beg you, and through you the great 

Fraternity you represent, to accept their sincere thanks for the distinguished 

service rendered by yourself and the Grand Lodge of the State of New York 

in laying the cornerstone of the Pedestal with the impressive ceremonial of 

the Order, on the fifth of the present month . 

"The Committee also requests you to accept, for the Grand Lodge, which 

you so worthily represent, the trowel accompanying this letter as a mark of 

their esteem and respect, and as a memento of that interesting occurrence - 

the laying of the cornerstone of an enduring monument raised to represent a 

great living idea as well as the friendship and sympathy of one great people 

for another."  

Quotes 1  

When there was controversy about the necessity of proclaiming a belief in a 

Supreme Being in order to join Freemasonry, Grand Master Brodie 

emphatically stated at the Grand Lodge Annual Communication on June 2, 

1885 that, "I know that as I here and now put the question to the more than 

seven hundred representatives of lodges in this great jurisdiction - "In 

whom do you put your trust?" - that your hearts throb back the answer - "In 

God." Freemasonry is neither Godless or anti-Christian, nor is it sectarian. 

It embraces in its membership men of all creeds and no creed - Jew, 

Mohammedan, Christian, all are found within its broad fold, but none who 

do not acknowledge the existence of one Supreme Being, who ruleth all 

things and to whom all owe allegiance. To my Hebrew brother, it is the God 

of Israel - to the Mohammedan, the God as revealed in the great open book 

of the starry-decked heavens - to the Christian, the God and Father of [the] 

Savior Jesus Christ....To eliminate the name of the Deity from our ritual 

would leave it but an empty shell. Yes, there is room within our broad fold 

for those of all creeds and no creed, but our doors are not open to the 

atheist, nor is there room within our portals for him."  

Quotes 2  

At the August 5, 1884, Statue of Liberty cornerstone-laying ceremony, 

Grand Master Brodie said, "Be it known unto you, that we be lawful 

masons, true and faithful to our country, and engaged by solemn 

obligations, to erect magnificent buildings, to be serviceable to the brethren, 

and to fear God, the Great Architect of the Universe. We have among us, 

concealed from the eyes of all men, secrets which cannot be divulged, and 

which have never been found out; but these secrets are honorable, and not 

repugnant to the laws of God or man. They were intrusted [sic], in peace 

and honor, to the masons of ancient times, and having been faithfully 

transmitted to us, it is our duty to convey them unimpaired to the latest 

posterity . 

"Unless our craft were good, and our calling honorable, we should not have 

lasted for so many generations, nor should we have been honored with the 

patronage of so many illustrious men in all ages, who have ever shown 

themselves ready to promote our interests and defend us from all 

adversaries. We are assembled here today in the face of you all to erect a 

statue representing liberty enlightening the world, a work of art grand in its 
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conception and birth. As [Frederic-] Auguste Bartholdi sailed into the bay 

of New York, a few years ago, the sight of the great city was grand, but 

grander the thought which found lodgment in his mind, of placing at this 

entrance to the continent, something that would welcome to these shores all 

who love and seek liberty...."Liberty Enlightening the World:" "liberty" of 

thought, of conscience of action, that true liberty that is not license, but 

which finds its highest development in obedience to constituted authorities 

and law; "enlightening" - how necessary enlightenment to true liberty and 

the highest appreciation thereof; "world" - yes, to the whole world does our 

continent open its arms and bid it welcome to the blessings of liberty . 

"...there is a special reason why we should, [as masons], be called upon for 

this special duty of today . 

"No institution has done more to promote liberty and to free men from the 

trammels and chains of ignorance and tyranny than freemasonry, and we as 

a fraternity take an honest pride in depositing the cornerstone of the 

pedestal of the statue of : 

'Liberty Enlightening the World.' ; 

"And which we pray God may deserve to prosper by becoming a beacon 

light of liberty to all men and promoting harmony and brotherly love 

throughout the world till time shall be no more."  

Associated With 

Artifacts Events etc  

The Cornerstone Laying of the Statue of "Liberty Enlightening the World" 

in the New York Harbor, and the trowel which this cornerstone laying used, 

"The Brodie Trowel", property of Geneseo Lodge No. 214, Geneseo, New 

York  

Associated Names  
J. Z. Newcomb; General James A. Wadsworth; William Wadsworth; 

Emmett Hawkins; Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi  

Image  

Image 1: Photograph by Peter A. Juley & Son, New York of a painting by 

an unknown artist . 

Image 2: Engraving by W.F. Costenbader of a photograph by Pearsall ; 

Image 3: Unknown photographer, printed in the Masonic Standard Nov. 15, 

1913 "Fifty Years A Mason, Tribute to MW William A Brodie, Senior Past 

Grand Master" 

Image 4: Unknown photographer, printed in the Masonic Standard, May 12, 

1917 "William A. Brodie Dead at Geneseo" 

Image 5: Unknown photographer, printed in the Livingston County Leader, 

July 29, 1981, "Masons Honor Brodie on New York Masonry's 200th 

Birthday" 

The photographs of the trowel were taken in-house at the Chancellor Robert 

R Livingston Masonic Library of Grand Lodge.  

References  

Transactions of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State 

of New York, at its One Hundred and Fourth Annual Communication, 

Commencing June 2, A.L. 5885. Thomas Holman, Printer, Cor. Centre and 

White Streets, New York, 1885 ; 

"Fifty Years a Mason - Tribute to MW William A. Brodie, Senior Past 

Grand Master" Masonic Standard, November 15, 1913 ; 
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The Lady With The Lamp by William E. Parker, MPS  

For more than 200 years, the winds of freedom and liberty have blown across the Atlantic between 
America and France. If Washington's victory at Yorktown signaled the turning point of the American 
Revolution, history will also recall the names of Lafayette, de Grasse, and Rochambeau, all Masons, 
and the French fleets and armies which aided in that victory. With at least 29,000 French soldiers and 
sailors, the French forces outnumbered their 11,000 American allies by well over two to one Since then, 
twice in the 20th Century, Americans have crossed the Atlantic to aid France in other victories. As a 
symbol both of that Franco- American friendship and of liberty itself, a tall lady stands majestically at 
the entrance to New York Harbor, a gift from the people of France to the people of America, an 
enduring reminder of the bond of mutual trust between the two nations. If the Statue has, through the 
years, become closely identified with immigration, we cannot forget its original intent was the theme of 
inseparable French-American friendship. While that friendship has, at times, been contentious and 
subjected to "stormy seas," such misunderstandings have been superficial and the waters have 
eventually calmed, leaving an underlying bedrock of solid amity between the two nations. The Statue is 
more than just a symbol of the ideals of Franco-American amity, however. it is also a universal symbol 
of liberty, of hope for the future, and of sacrifices made to ensure that future. President Grover 
Cleveland, in his address at the Statue's dedication October 28th, 1886, alluded to this hope: "We will 
not forget that liberty has here made her home; nor shall her chosen altar be neglected Willing votaries 
will constantly keep alive its fires, and these shall gleam upon the shores of our sister Republic in the 
East. Reflected thence, and joined with answering rays a stream of light shall pierce the darkness of 
ignorance and man's oppression, until liberty enlightens the world." The question of piercing that 
"darkness of ignorance and man's oppression" has been a subject confronting nations for centuries. 
Striking the proper balance between these concepts, together with that of justice, has proven a difficult 
problem. While a perfect solution has perhaps yet to be found, America has come closer to a realization 
of these ideals than elsewhere. Tom Paine proclaimed the New World "an asylum for the lovers of civil 
and religious liberty from every part of Europe." With active concerns for these freedoms, the "Sons of 
Liberty" led challenges to what were considered unfair tax aspects of the English King's rule. Others, 
such as Franklin and Jefferson, likewise lent their voices to the march toward American independence, 
freedom of choice, and "Liberty, Equality and Fraternity," words perhaps not then yet coined in fact, 
but which existed in spirit nonetheless. It was to those ideals that the "Lady" came into existence. But 
why a statue? By the mid 187Os, Napoleon III was gone from power and the new Republican 
Government in France was at- tempting to survive, a feat some felt impossible. Yet the Republic not 
only survived but gained strength and propelled the nation into a period of prosperity. The United 
States, incidentally, was the first power to recognize the new Republic. Along with that prosperity, a 
French sculptor, Frederic Auguste Bartholdi, began to lay plans for an ambitious and visible symbol of 
Franco-American amity. Born August 2nd, 1834, in Colmar, a small city in Alsace, Northeastern 
France, Bartholdi's family was well to do, from German ancestry; and had been Lutheran Protestants 
for several generations, with one branch eventually settling in Alsace. Although the family's financial 
situation was comfortable, when Bartholdi was two his father died, and his mother moved the family to 
Paris to oversee property there. Colmar remained deep in the family's roots, however, and was often the 
site of visits or vacations. A some what lackadaisical student, Bartholdi "discovered" art, took his first 
formal lessons in Colmar, and then worked with such well-known painters and sculptors as Ary Sheffer, 
Jean-Frangois Soitoux and Eugene Emmanuel Violletle-Duc. In brief, he had the best training available 
of the era. Situated on France's northern border next to Germany, the province of Alsace occupies a 
somewhat unique niche in European history, being "lost" to the new German empire in the Franco- 
Prussian War and then later returned to France. While French and intensely patriotic, they speak both 
French and a local dialect with Germanic traces. In the 1850s, the city fathers decided to honor local 
heroes and to use local artists in so doing. Business was difficult for a young newcomer but when 



Colmar decided to honor General Jean Rapp, opportunity came knocking at the door. Being from 
Colmar and through influential friends, Bartholdi was given the com- mission, his reputation soared, 
and subsequent orders followed. While "Liberty" may be his most monumental achievement, his legacy 
also includes many other impressive works, models of which may be seen in his Colmar home, which 
has been made into a museum. In 1856, on a trip through Egypt, he had admired the country's colossal 
sculptures and ancient architecture, their beauty and forceful lines, and he began to dream of a 
monument of his own. At first, he visualized a lighthouse to be erected at Suez, perhaps along similar 
lines to the legendary Colossus of Rhodes, or a Roman goddess. While little came of that particular 
dream, it can be seen that some of his early Suez sketches are suggestive of "Liberty's" form. In 1871, 
his disillusionment with the outcome of the Franco-Prussian War, the confusion in Paris brought about 
by the Commune, the prospect of finding commissions for his sculptures, and a desire both to see 
America and find support for his monument to liberty all caused him to leave France. Arriving in New 
York Harbor June 21st, 1871, he traveled extensively throughout the nation. Visiting cities such as 
Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, Washington, and elsewhere, he was both impressed by the vastness of 
the American continent and the American spirit and national character. Returning to Paris in the fall of 
1871, he had already visualized Bedloe's Is- land in New York Harbor as the perfect setting for his 
project. He saw, however, not just another modest sculpture but rather a striking monument, one built 
to endure. Influenced by his friend Professor Edouard Rene lefebre de Laboulaye, a distinguished legal 
scholar and partisan of America's freedom, Bartholdi's imagination had simply moved his "lighthouse" 
from Suez to the United States. A visionary and man of great ideas, Bartholdi was also imbued with the 
pragmatism and ability to make his visions a reality, an effective combination. While he may be 
considered the "creator" of the Statue, de Laborious may be considered the "father." At an 1865 dinner 
in de Laboulaye's suburban Paris home, his idea of a monument to commemorate America's 100th 
anniversary of independence had captured Bartholdi's imagination. But if the dream was there in 1865, 
political events would dictate several years' delay waiting for a more propitious moment for its 
realization. Through a lifetime of speaking, teaching, writing and other actions, de Laboulaye's efforts 
aided in creating a favorable intellectual and political climate which made the idea of a statue receptive 
to French society. Among his many progressive ideas, for example, were the 1858 proposition for the 
separation of Church and State, praising the Reformation for freeing men's consciences, and support of 
civil, social, and religious liberties. After pondering several ideas for his project's form, modifying his 
Suez concept, it is believed Baitholdi selected the countenance of his mother for the Statue together 
with the general form shown in a famous French painting by Delacroix, "Liberty Leading the People," 
a woman holding aloft a French flag during the civil uprising of 1830. Instead of a flag, however, he 
put a torch with the light of liberty shining forth, his model, according to legend, reportedly one Jeann 
& Emilie Baheux du Pusicux, later to be his wife. It was important, however, that the monument not be 
seen as a symbol of revolutionary victory, but rather a symbol of freedom, hence the torch of liberty 
and beacon of light The book in Liberty's left arm, the Tablets of law, bearing the inscription July 4, 
1776, referring to the Declaration of Independence, is likely the result of de Laboulaye's influence, he 
being a strong partisan of liberty. In 19th Century France, Freemasonry was closely associated with 
liberal political thought and a number of the symbols selected for the Statue can be traced to the 
Masonic movement; i.e., the torch, the book, and the seven- pointed star on Liberty's head. While 
historical records cannot positively identify all the Craft Members involved, many known to be in the 
Government, it is clear Masonic influence predominates both in the Statue's "birth" and the symbolism 
it represents. Thomas Jefferson, a "Mason Without an Apron," championed the cause of liberty 
throughout his lifetime. Shortly before his passing, he wrote: "All eyes are open or opening to the rights 
of man. The general spread of the light of science has already laid open to every view the palpable truth 
that the mass of mankind has not been born with saddles on their backs, nor a favored few booted and 
spurred, ready to rid them legitimately by the grace of God." His words were prophetic and if their full 
realization has not proven an easy task, time has shown their worth. Following the 1789 French 



Revolution, and the French uprisings in 1830, 1848, and 1870, the idea of a symbol to express the 
concept of liberty, that liberty of which Jefferson spoke, was well received in France. In brief, it was an 
idea whose time had come.  

Commemorative monuments then having great appeal, in 1890 Bartholdi wrote to an American friend: 
"My idea has always been that it would be in the future a kind of Pantheon for the glories of American 
independence. That you would build around the monument of 'Liberty' the statues of your great men 
and collect there all the noble memories." If there are no statues surrounding "Liberty", we can see 
Bartholdi's concept in several monuments to America's great men in Washington, D.C. , such as 
Washington, Lincoln, Grant and Jefferson. In 1875, a Franco-American Union Committee was formed 
with the intent of raising funds for the Statue, and on November 6th of that year at a large dinner at the 
Hotel du Louvre, much interest was shown in the idea. Bartholdi, his cousin Dietz Monnic, Jcan Mace, 
and V. Vorie, all Masons, were Committee Members and naturally most supportive. Others involved in 
the project were Oscar de Lafayette, the Count de Tocqueville and another well-known Mason, Henri 
Martin. Meanwhile, having selected the form, Bartholdi had begun to transform it into reality. His first 
plaster model was slightly over four feet high, then enlarged to one sixteenth scale, then to one quarter 
scale and ultimately through the genius of engineering and sculpture to the finished size. Using plumb 
lines, rulers, and compasses for accuracy, each of the models had required thousands of precise 
measurements, eventually over 100,000 being taken. Bartholdi's cousin was then Minister to the United 
States, and the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia, while a year away, seemed an appropriate 
occasion to make the presentation. No one, however, had considered unforeseen delays and particularly 
the financing difficulties. Diverse fund-raising efforts were undertaken and several French cities, 
businesses, and the Free- masons all made substantial contributions, but collections were still far short 
of the amount required. Among other fund-raising schemes, the 30-foot head of the Statue was 
displayed at the 1878 Paris Universal Exposition and advertising fights to manufacturers were granted. 
Finally, in 1879, a lottery was setup, this last effort resulting in a total of $400,000 finally being raised 
by July 7th, 1881. If Bartholdi is generally given credit for Liberty, an unsung but vital collaborator 
was the French engineer Alexandre Gustave Eiffel, already noted for outstanding bridge construction, 
to whom the sculptor turned for advice. It was Eiffel who designed the ingenious and innovative 
interior load-bearing iron framework, the Statue benefit- ting from the era's state of the art technology. 
While he showed a streak of engineering genius in his contribution, it was rather his 1889 masterpiece, 
the Tower, which gained Eiffel immortal fame. Later architects owe much to the genius of Eiffel's 
daring design, particularly his contribution to high-rise structures which Americans would later favor. 
Another essential requirement for the 225 ton statue was an "assembly/disassembly" process to permit 
transportation to America. The exterior sheeting needed firm but removable interior supports and 
Eiffel's contribution proved crucial to the project's success. Undoubtedly the most ambitious monument 
of its type ever conceived, the Statue is a testament to Bartholdi's genius. Mounted upon the Statue's 
interior metal framework are 300 copper sheets, each only 3/32 of an inch thick and about 4 feet across. 
Construction was a tedious process, the Statue being formed in sections, each copper sheet being 
hammered individually over wooden forms into its desired shape eventually riveted together, and then 
affixed to the interior iron supports. The manufacturing and construction process is so perfect the Statue 
appears to be a single seamless entity rather than hundreds of separate pieces. Early in 1884, after 10 
years in construction and still sheathed in scaffolding, the Statue rose high above Parisian rooftops, 
remained in place about two years, and became an important tourist attraction. Among the thousands of 
visitors were French President Jules Grevy, former U.S. President Ulysses S. Grant and the French 
novelist Victor Hugo. Initiated into French Freemasonry on October 14, 1875, in the Paris Lodge 
Alsace-Lorraine, Bartholdi was Raised a Master Mason on December 9th, 1880. On June 19th, 1884, 
the Lodge Members went as a group to preview the sculptor's creation, and on July 4th the Statue was 
officially presented to the United States, Levi Parsons Morton, U.S. Minister to France, making the 



acceptance on behalf of president Chester A. Arthur and the people of America. Underlying masonic 
interest in knowledge, on November 13th, Bartholdi presented a lecture to his Lodge on the history and 
various methods used in the Statue's creation, and its use of light and illumination, symbols reminiscent 
of his Masonic affiliation. The French Government was by then behind the project and in December 
dismantling work began, a process which took several months. Each segment was carefully numbered, 
the pieces packed into mammoth wooden cases, and the interior iron work like- wise packed into crates 
with a combined total of 214 separate packing cases. Special trucks then hauled the 500,000 pounds of 
wood and metal to the Gare St. Lazare train station and a train of 7O cars hauled the ensemble to the 
inland port city of Rouen for trans- port to America on the warship Isere. If today we know the Statue 
as "The Lady With The Lamp," it might well have become the story of The Lady That Wasn't!" The 
project having first survived serious financial difficulties in France, then serious financial difficulties in 
America, there was yet an- other potential disaster in the offing. Sailing May 21st, 1885, the Statue 
might never have reached America, the lsere being severely bantered by a midocean storm with its 
cargo of cases shifting dangerously. Destiny prevailed and for- tune seemingly smiled1 however, and 
June 18th saw Liberty's safe arrival. During his second American visit, in 1876, Bartholdi's statue of 
Lafayette had been presented to the City of New York, a gift of both the French nation and French 
Community of New York, the statue now standing in the city's Union Square. Further underscoring 
Franco-American amity, Bartholdi designed a monument to Lafayette and Washington which is now 
located in Paris's Place des Etats-Unis. That same year, 1876, the Statue's full- size arm and torch had 
gone on display in Philadelphia and New York and U.S. funding efforts to build the pedestal were 
begun. Echoing initial French efforts, however, funds were not easily nor quickly forthcoming, public 
opinion was somewhat apathetic, and even Congress failed to initially provide necessary funding. If, in 
the end, an additional $100,000 was raised, it was only thanks to the unceasing efforts of Joseph 
Pulitzer and his 'World" news- paper. A Hungarian immigrant who arrived in the United States in 1864, 
he had made a fortune in journalism. Having recently purchased the 'World", he was unhappy with the 
poor American response to the fund collection and looked for a solution. A perceptive man, he saw the 
Statue as a means to garner public acceptance for his paper through soliciting sup- port for the pedestal. 
Launching his campaign March 16th, 1885, he brought sensationalism and "pizzazz" to the fund 
campaign and appealed to the nation's honor. Contributions poured in, many from modest contributors, 
and by August 11th victory was in hand and pedestal planning could proceed. The 'World's" circulation, 
incidentally, increased dramatically. The American architect and Mason, Richard Morris Hunt was 
selected December 6th, 1881, to design the pedestal. A student of French architecture, he was also the 
only American to play a part in the design of the great French museum, the Louvre. After many 
proposals, a final selection was made from designs submitted July 31st, 1884, a sign unquestionably 
well suited to Bartholdi's allegory. The foundation was begun October 9th, 1884, completed May 17th, 
1885, and work then began on the pedestal. Although the ceremonies were accompanied by heavy rain, 
led by New York's Grand Master William A Brodie, a delegation of over 100 Masons watched as he 
posed the pedestal cornerstone August 5th, 1884, together with a copper time capsule containing 
objects of Masonic significance. The Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens then conducted 
appropriate Ma- sonic consecration ceremonies. The Grand Master made brief r& marks and the 
Deputy Grand Master, R. W. Prank W Lawrence, gave stirring remarks extolling the concept of liberty. 
When asked why the Masonic Fraternity should be called upon to lay the cornerstone of such a 
structure, Grand Master Brodie replied: "No institution has done more to promote liberty and to free 
men from the trammels and chains of ignorance and tyranny that has Freemasonry." Brigadier General 
Charles Pomeroy Stone was the guiding genius behind both the foundation's and pedestal's construction 
and the Statue's installation. He also devised the structural supports needed to anchor the ensemble 
against what would be tremendous wind currents. Beset with numerous difficulties, chronic fund 
shortages and newspaper criticism, he nonetheless persevered, accomplished his task in an outstanding 
manner and was proud of the fact that not a single life was lost during the massive construction effort, a 



vivid contrast to the lives lost during construction of the Brooklyn Bridge. Upon seeing the completed 
project, Bartholdi said: 'The dream of my life is accomplished. In this, I see the symbol of unity and 
friendship between two nations - two great. Republics." Bartholdi said: "Colossal statuary does not 
consist simply in making an enormous statue. It ought to produce an emotion in the breath of the 
spectator, not because of its volume but because its size is in keeping with the idea that it interprets." It 
seemed, however, that there was a glitch yet in store. If 1875 sketches were accompanied by a text 
stating; "...by night a halo of light will shine from her forehead far out across the boundless sea," no 
final provision had been made for the actual lighting system to be employed. There being no funds 
avail- able, a $7,000 gift from Edward Goff, President, American Electric Manufacturing Co., provided 
the electrical plant and system. When the Statue was finally up, the last of the 300,000 rivets had been 
hammered into place, and Frederic Law Olmsted's landscaping finished, October 28th, 1886, was set 
for the dedication. While marred by.. rain and fog, the pageantry included a two hour parade,. including 
many Masonic lodges, a flotilla in New York Harbor, and a crowd estimated at over a million strong. 
New York was aglitter with French and American flags and a public holiday was declared, although 
scheduled fire works were delayed by the inclement weather. In front of Pulitzer's 'World a triumphal 
arch of ever- greens was erected with canvas panels reading "La Belle France", 'The United States", 
and "Vive l'entente Fraternelle des Deux Republiques." The ceremonies were opened with an 
Invocation by New York's Episcopal Bishop Brother Henry C. Potter, Brother Bartholdi pulled a cord 
releasing a Tricolor veil from the Statue's head, and President Cleveland formally received the Statue 
and Pedestal in the name of the United States. Senator, and Brother, Chauncy M. Depew gave the 
principal speech and Bishop Potter closed the ceremonies with a Benediction. In 1936, at the 
celebration of the Statue's 50th Anniversary, President, and Brother, Franklin D. Roosevelt said: "It was 
the hope of those who gave us this statue and the hope of the American people in receiving it that the 
Goddess of Liberty and the Goddess of Peace were the same." Standing 151 feet high, the Statue rests 
on a 89-foot pedestal which, in turn, rests on a 65-foot base, a paved promenade that once formed the 
gun platform of old star shaped Fort Wood. Two 168-step winding stairways wind around a central 
column inside the Statue, one for ascending and one for descending, from the base of the Statue to the 
Observation Room in the Crown. At present, only maintenance workers are usually permitted access to 
the Torch. The Statue's fortunes have fluctuated through the years with diverse funding and 
maintenance considerations arising periodically to plague her. As she approached her 100th birthday, it 
be came apparent that major repairs were necessary, the ravages of time and weather having created 
multiple problems. In May 1952, therefore, a 21-member Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Centennial 
Committee was formed. Major fund raising from private sources provided a $70-million face lift for the 
Statue and over $100 million for renovating Ellis Island facilities, the gateway to America's great 
immigration era. Commensurate with the renovation work, a $5-million American Museum of 
Immigration on Bedloe's Island, re- named Liberty Island in 1956, was dedicated by President Nixon 
September 26th, 1972. In 1976, for the nation's bicentennial, thanks to a gift from an electrical 
contractor, a completely new lighting system was made operational. Leading up to the July 4th, 1986 
celebrations, several years were spent doing the necessary repairs. While little actual external change 
may be immediately discernible, the ambitious project gave the entire statue a major top to bottom 
inside and out "face lift." Among numerous improvements, for example, were new rivets, repositioning 
and strengthening the arm, extensive interior work and replacing over 1,700 interior metal support bars, 
the massive effort perhaps as complex as the original construction itself Following Bartholdi's original 
plans, a new torch, balcony, and flame were also constructed, the originals beyond salvage. To do this 
delicate work, a team of French craftsmen expert in the metal embossing technique known as repousse, 
similar to the original manufacturing process, were brought to America. Covered with gold leaf applied 
by a French specialist, and illuminated by outside spoilights, the new torch shines like a magnificent 
beacon. With President Ronald Reagan lighting the torch, the July 4th weekend saw a myriad of 
festivities with a million or more visitors. There were festivals of symphonic and popular music, ballet, 



library exhibitions, other activities and a fireworks display of unprecedented proportions. The 
festivities were celebrated not only that weekend but were extended into a ten day period linking our 
American Fourth with the French equivalent, the July Fourteenth Bastille Day. There have been smaller 
copies of the Lady in various locations both in Prance and around the world, but per- haps the most 
famous is a thirty-six foot bronze replica which stands on the Ile des Cygnes (Isle of the Swans) at the 
Grenelle Bridge on the Seine River in Paris, looking towards her American sister 3,000 miles away, a 
gift from the Paris American Colony in 1889. At its dedication on July 4th of that year, President 
Carnot headed the large contingent of French officialdom. Carved on the pedestal are the words: 
"France and America are as one in the cause of a government of free men." Suffering internal water 
damage from cracks caused by a shell blast during the 1944 liberation of Paris, this statue was also 
given a facelift to correct such damage. Liberty has been glorified and satirized, used as an advertising 
symbol, and "invaded" by radical political groups. Alfred Hitchcock set the climax of a Hollywood film 
at the Statue, the magician David Copperfield made it "disappear", and it's been copied into souvenir 
models, puzzles, and hundreds of other designs. Yet through it all, a watching mankind sees the Lady as 
retaining an unmatched aura of dignity. As Eiffel's Tower has come to symbolize France, so has Liberty 
come to symbolize America. Public interest in Liberty has grown to the point that from the mid-1960s 
onward, well over a million visitors come annually, the number constantly increasing. The Statue has 
become more than simply a metal artifice and tourist attraction. It has become a symbol of liberty and 
freedom and America is seen as a visible symbol of those ideas, a nation where man can cast off the 
chains of tyranny and embrace liberty, where man is not bound by the constraint of custom and/or birth 
but is free to seek and create his own destiny. While few know the gigantic statue's official name, 
"Liberty Enlightening the World", many can recite lines from Emma Lazarus' famous poem, "The New 
Colossus." Daughter of a wealthy New York Jewish businessman, she was asked to write a poem which 
appeared originally in 1883, accompanying an art collection designed as a fund raiser for the pedestal. 
The poem attracted little attention initially, and it was only the swell of millions of immigrants that 
eventually drew widespread recognition to her work. In 1903, a bronze plaque with her poem was 
affixed to the Statue's base, the following lines the best known: "Give me your tired, your poor, Your 
huddled masses yearning to breathe free, The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the 
homeless, tempest tost to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden door" Millions of immigrants have 
flocked to America's shores, as a place of refuge from religious persecution, from oppressive 
governments, or simply to escape from depressed lands and seek opportunities in the "New World'; 
their first sight after crossing the ocean, the "Lady With The Lamp." Bartholdi passed to the Grand 
Lodge Above October 3rd, 1902, but his legacy will live for ages to come. April - 1998  

 
 
 

 This formulation was influenced by a work that was published anonymously 
at Oxford in 1754, in which for the first time “absolute rights” of the English 
are mentioned.6 It originated from no less a person than Blackstone.7 These 
rights of the individual were voiced in Blackstone’s words for the first time in 
a Memorial to the legislature, which is given in an appendix to Otis’s 
pamphlet.8 On November 20, 1772, upon the motion of Samuel Adams a 
plan, which he had worked out, of a declaration of rights of the colonists as 
men, Christians and citizens was adopted by all the assembled citizens of 
Boston. It was therein declared, with an appeal to Locke, that men enter into 
the state by voluntary agreement, and they have the right beforehand in an 
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equitable compact to establish conditions and limitations for the state and to 
see to it that these are carried out. Thereupon the colonists demanded as men 
the right of liberty and of property, as Christians freedom of religion, and as 
citizens the rights of Magna Charta and of the Bill of Rights of 1689.9 

  Laboulaye wrote a book on Samual Adams. Cf. Wells, The Life and Public Services of Samuel Adams, 
I, Boston, 1865, pp. 502–507; Laboulaye, II, p. 171. 

 Freemasonic Lodges[67] ---wikipedia excerpt 
Main article: Freemasonry 
See also: Memoirs Illustrating the History of Jacobinism 

The “cult of Enlightenment” for its devotees, freemasonic lodges originated from English and Scottish 
stonemasonic guilds in the seventeenth century.[68] In the eighteenth century, they expanded into an 
extremely widespread collection of interconnected (to varying degrees) men’s, and occasionally 
women’s, associations with their own mythologies and special codes of conduct. These included a 
communal understanding of liberty and egality inherited from guild sociability – “liberty, fraternity, 
and equality”.[69] The remarkable similarity between these values, which were generally common in 
Britain as on the Continent, and the French Revolutionary slogan of “liberté, égalité et fraternité” 
spawned many conspiracy theories. Notably, Abbé Barruel traced the origins of the Jacobins – and 
hence the Revolution – to the French freemasons. 

Freemasonry was officially established in Europe in 1734, when a lodge was set up in The Hague, 
although the first “fully formed lodge” appears to have met in 1721 in Rotterdam. Similarly, there are 
records of a parisian lodge meeting in 1725 or 1726.[70] As Daniel Roche writes, freemasonry was 
particularly prevalent in France – by 1789, there were perhaps as many as 100 000 French Masons, 
making Freemasonry the most popular of all Enlightenment associations.[71] Freemasonry does not 
appear to have been confined to Western Europe, however, as Jacob writes of lodges in Saxony in 1729 
and in Russia in 1731.[72] 

Conspiracy theories aside, it is likely that masonic lodges had an effect on society as a whole. 
Maragaret Jacob argues that they “reconstituted the polity and established a constitutional form of self-
government, complete with constitutions and laws, elections and representatives”. In other words, the 
micro-society set up within the lodges constituted a normative model for society as a whole. This was 
especially true on the Continent: when the first lodges began to appear in the 1730s, their embodiment 
of British values was often seen as threatening by state authorities. For example, the Parisian lodge that 
met in the mid 1720s was composed of English Jacobite exiles.[73] 

Furthermore, freemasons all across Europe made reference to the Enlightenment in general in the 
eighteenth century. In French lodges, for example, the line “As the means to be enlightened I search for 
the enlightened” was a part of their initiation rites. British lodges assigned themselves the duty to 
“initiate the unenlightened”. This did not necessarily link lodges to the irreligious, but neither did this 
exclude them from the occasional heresy. In fact, many lodges worshiped the Grand Architect, the 
masonic deity of a scientifically ordered universe.[74] 

On the other hand, Daniel Roche contests freemasonry’s claims for egalitarianism, writing that “the real 
equality of the lodges was elitist”, only attracting men of similar social backgrounds.[75] This lack of 
real equality was made explicit by the constitution of the Lausanne Switzerland lodge (1741): 

“The order of freemasons is a society of confraternity and equality, and to this end is 
represented under the emblem of a level ... a brother renders to another brother the honour 
and deference that is justly due him in proportion to his rank in the civil society.”[76] 
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Elitism was beneficial for some members of society. The presence, for example, of noble women in the 
French “lodges of adoption” that formed in the 1780s was largely due to the close ties shared between 
these lodges and aristocratic society.[77] 
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Seven Golden Lampstands  

Revelation 1:10-12 

"And I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned, I saw seven 
golden lampstands." (Revelation 1:12). 
 
The above verse is introduces us to a symbol the Lord used in a vision given to the aged 
apostle John. The previous verse had mentioned seven congregations located in Asia 
Minor. The Lord uses seven golden candlesticks to represent these churches. John writes: 
"I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a sound of 
a trumpet, saying, 'Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to 
Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to 
Philadelphia and to Laodicea." (Revelation 1:10-11; see also verse 20).  
 
I would like to notice some points from the seven golden lampstands the Lord used to 
symbolize these local churches. The second and third chapter goes into great detail about 
the successes and failures of these seven churches. We will notice a thing or two in that 
regard, but for the most part we'll simply notice some characteristics of the local church 
from the lampstand symbol. 
 
The Churches Were Visible 
Unfortunately today the word "church" is often used to describe other things than that 
which the lampstands symbolized. So often, people use the word to refer to a building 
which was built for the purpose of worship. But the word never meant that in the Bible. 
God has something completely different in mind when He uses the term "church" in the 
Scripture. 
 
So, the seven golden lampstands do not represent seven buildings, at least not the kind 
made with brick, wood and stone. Concerning the church in Jerusalem, the Bible says, 
"And fear came upon the whole church, and upon all who heard these things." (Acts 
5:11). We are fairly certain that we are not talking about a building here! "And the news 
about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem..."; "And if he refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church..." (Acts 11:22; Matthew 18:17). These verses would be rather 
funny if the word "church" meant a building. 
 
The word "church" refers to people. In the universal sense, specifically those people who 
have obeyed the gospel by faith (Ephesians 1:22,23). In the local sense, as the word is 
used in our text, the word "church" refers to a local body of believers who are in 
fellowship together in work and worship (Romans 16:16; 2 Corinthians 1:1; 1 
Corinthians 16:10).  
 
One more thing: a local church can cease to be recognized by the Lord as His due to 
ongoing sin without repentance. Jesus told the church at Ephesus "...or else I am coming 
to you, and will remove your lampstand out of its place - unless you repent." (Revelation 
2:5; see also 2:16 and 3:3). 



 
Two Sides to the Church 
There are two sides to the church. There is the Divine side and the human side. The 
Divine side, the Head of the church, is perfect. But the human side, the members of the 
body, are less than perfect. But the better they listen to the Head, the closer to perfection 
they get. 
 
There were seven golden lampstands. Why seven? In ancient thought, the number seven 
stood for perfection. There are no improvements to be made to the church on the Divine 
side. The Law of the Lord is perfect. His design for the local church is just as He wants it 
to be. There is no innovation we can or should make. The Lord has already claimed all 
authority (Matthew 28:18-20).  
 
However, on the human side, there are improvements we can make. We can grow in the 
character traits of discipleship; in love, joy and peace (see Philippians 3:12-14). A 
problem exists when someone is intent on trying to make improvements on the Divine 
side and fails to see that it is on the individual side where improvements are necessary. 
The Divine side is fine, thank you. Keep your hands off (Galatians 1:11,12; Acts 2:42)! 
 
The Church Is Precious 
The lampstands are gold. This would symbolize something of great value. Perhaps a case 
can be made for purity as well. We recall how the church at Corinth was rebuked for 
allowing impurity within it to go on without action (1 Corinthians 5:2-8). 
 
As Jesus walked amid the seven lampstands in our text (Revelation 1:13-20), one of the 
ways in which He identifies Himself is "Do not be afraid, I am the first and the last, the 
living One; and I was dead, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of 
death and of Hades." (Revelation 1:17b-18). It was in His death that He purchased the 
church with His blood (Acts 20:28).  

The Church Holds The Light 
"... the church of the living God, the pillar and support of truth." (1 Timothy 3:15). 
 
The word of God is the truth which is spoken of here (John 17:17). The word of God is 
that which directs us to Christ, the "light of the world" (John 3:19-21; 8:12). A church 
can only be the lampstand God intends it to be if it will hold forth the light God has 
given. To substitute the traditions, creeds and doctrines of men for the doctrine of Christ 
will only bring darkness (2 John 9). This is why it is so important to preach the word 
faithfully in season and out of season. It is the right thing to do. The world needs the 
Light. 
By Jon W. Quinn 
From Expository Files 9.7, July  2002 
 



 

 

The Golden Lampstand was hammered from one piece of gold.  

'The Golden Lampstand' (Ex 25:31-40)  

Exod 25:31-40 "You shall also make a lampstand of pure gold; the lampstand shall be 
of hammered work. Its shaft, its branches, its bowls, its ornamental knobs, and flowers 
shall be of one piece. And six branches shall come out of its sides: three branches of 
the lampstand out of one side, and three branches of the lampstand out of the other 
side. Three bowls shall be made like almond blossoms on one branch, with an 
ornamental knob and a flower, and three bowls made like almond blossoms on the 
other branch, with an ornamental knob and a flower-- and so for the six branches that 
come out of the lampstand. On the lampstand itself four bowls shall be made like 
almond blossoms, each with its ornamental knob and flower. And there shall be a knob 
under the first two branches of the same, a knob under the second two branches of the 
same, and a knob under the third two branches of the same, according to the six 
branches that extend from the lampstand. Their knobs and their branches shall be of 
one piece; all of it shall be one hammered piece of pure gold. You shall make seven 
lamps for it, and they shall arrange its lamps so that they give light in front of it. And 
its wick-trimmers and their trays shall be of pure gold. It shall be made of a talent of 
pure gold, with all these utensils. And see to it that you make them according to the 
pattern which was shown you on the mountain."  

n the holy place there was no window or place to let in the light. It was lit from a glorious 
golden lampstand, which stood directly opposite the table on the south side in the Holy 
Place. Made from one piece of solid beaten gold it weighed about 43 kg. (over 100 lbs.). 
In Hebrew it is known as the 'menorah' and has developed into one of the most 
commonly used symbols of Judaism.  
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The Menorah which stands outside Israel's parliament, the Knesset.  

The menorah within the holy place of the ancient tabernacle was a work of extraordinary 
beauty and consisted of three main parts: the base, the shaft and the branches. Out of the 
base a vertical shaft arose and from either side of the shaft there sprang three branches 
curving outward and upward.  

Each of the six branches and the center shaft ended in a cup made in the form of an open 
almond flower. At the very top the opened petals of the flower held an oil lamp. The 
branches and the central shaft were skillfully decorated with that same open-almond 
blossom design with three on each branch and four on the center shaft.  

 

Each of the six branches ended in a cup made like an open almond flower. The seven oil lamps 
resting in the flower petals were like small bowls.  

The decoration was so exquisite and intricate that God commanded that only the most 
highly skilled craftsmen anointed by the Holy Spirit should make it. No measurements 
are given as to its exact size (who can measure the light of God?). The seven oil lamps 
resting in the flower petals were like small bowls. A flax or linen wick would be placed 
in the lamp and the fire was never to go out (Lev. 24:2).  

Twice every day, morning and evening, a priest attended to the wick and replenished the 
pure beaten olive oil for the lamps ( Ex 30:7).  
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Ex 27:20-21 "And you shall command the children of Israel that they bring you pure 
oil of pressed olives for the light, to cause the lamp to burn continually. "In the 
tabernacle of meeting, outside the veil which is before the Testimony, Aaron and his 
sons shall tend it from evening until morning before the LORD. It shall be a statute 
forever to their generations on behalf of the children of Israel.  

 

 

Jewish Tradition  

Still today the Jews use pure olive oil (shemen zayit) to light the menorah on Hanukkah because it is 
the finest quality to be found. The word shemen is an acronym for:  

shemen - oil  

mizayit- from olives  

nivhar - chosen  

The first Hebrew consonant of each word spells shemen.  

 

It was the high priest alone who trimmed and dressed the lamp. He alone was responsible 
for the light shining.  

Lev 24:3 "Outside the veil of the Testimony, in the tabernacle of meeting, Aaron shall 
be in charge of it from evening until morning before the LORD continually; it shall be 
a statute forever in your generations.  

All day and all night, whether anyone was present or not, these seven lamps constantly lit 
up the glory of the Holy Place and especially on the table of the shewbread as a reminder 
that Gods Presence is always with His people.  
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Seven-branched menorah on a Hasmonean coin.  

 

 

Jewish Tradition  

The Rabbis interpret the lamp as a symbol of Israel, whose mission is to become a "light to the 
nations" (Is 42:7). In the present day synagogue there are similar religious items. The ark is located 
on the east wall of the synagogue; it contains the Torah scrolls. Above the ark, an eternal lamp is 
kept burning. To the side of the ark a menorah or seven branched candelabra is placed.  

 

 
In Hebrew it is known as the 'menorah' and has developed into one of the most commonly used symbols of Judaism.  

 

The Almond  

 

Almond in Hebrew means "the awakening one", because the almond tree was the first tree to awake from 
the sleep of winter and blossom. It spoke of the speedy and powerful result of light.  
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Gen 43:11 And their father Israel said to them, "If it must be so, then do this: Take some of the best 
fruits of the land in your vessels and carry down a present for the man-- a little balm and a little honey, 
spices and myrrh, pistachio nuts and almonds.  

Eccl 12:5 Also they are afraid of height, and of terrors in the way; when the almond tree blossoms, the 
grasshopper is a burden, and desire fails. For man goes to his eternal home, and the mourners go about 
the streets.  

Jer 1:11-12 11 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, "Jeremiah, what do you see?" And 
I said, "I see a branch of an almond tree." Then the LORD said to me, "You have seen well, for I am 
ready to perform My word."  

 

note: See also Numbers and Scripture about the number 7  

 

Here you see on the triumphal Arch of Titus, in Rome, the Roman victory over the Jews and the 
Roman soldiers carrying off the Temple Menorah. Jerusalem's fall in 70 AD was celebrated by Titus 
Vespasion as a great victory and a commemorative arch was erected in Rome to mark the occasion.  

A Type of Christ  

The golden lampstand was the only source of light in the holy place. Its primary purpose 
was to give light in front of it. It was to shine on the table of shewbread and never to be 
put out. It was never to stop shining. This was a constant reminder that God was with His 
people. The Bible says that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. When the 
apostle John said, "In Him was life, and the life was the light of men and the light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it," he was referring to Jesus 
coming into the world. Jesus made the world and created life and came to bring Gods life 
to fallen man but since man is in darkness apart from Jesus they could not comprehend 
the light that comes with the life of God. The golden lampstand illuminated the 
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shewbread and so God illuminates His people. The Spirit of God illuminates the dark 
mind of man to the knowledge of God and to spiritual life. John went on to say, "That was 
the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. He was in the world, 
and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His 
own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave 
the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." Man is blind 
apart from Jesus. Man cannot know God apart from Jesus. Even if God were to come 
Himself to His very home, man is incapable of perceiving any spiritual light because the 
darkness has made him blind. The golden lampstand speaks of Jesus as the light of the 
world.  

Jn 9:5 "As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."  

Is 49:6 Indeed He says, `It is too small a thing that You should be My Servant to raise 
up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I will also give You 
as a light to the Gentiles, that You should be My salvation to the ends of the earth.'"  

Is 4:2 In that day the Branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious;  

Is 11:1-2 There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall 
grow out of his roots. The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the LORD.  

Ps 27:1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?  

Ps 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  

Matt 4:16 The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who 
sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned."  

Jn 1:4-5 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  

Jn 3:19-21 "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. "For everyone 
practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be 
exposed. "But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly 
seen, that they have been done in God."  

Jn 8:12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who 
follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life."  



Eph 5:8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light  

Eph 5:14 Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, arise from the dead, and Christ 
will give you light."  

Phil 2:15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in 
the world,  

Matt 5:16 "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father in heaven.  

1 Pet 2:9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own 
special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light;  

1 Jn 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  

Matt 5:14 "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden  

 
 
 

 

Jesus is the light of the world.  
Copyright © 1998 The Bible Knowledge Accelerator 
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The Veil  

 
Exod 26:31-34 "You shall make a veil woven of blue, purple, and scarlet thread, and fine 
woven linen. It shall be woven with an artistic design of cherubim."  
- The veil could never be touched except by the high priest, and then only once a year to 
sprinkle blood on the mercy seat on the day of atonement:  
Lev 16:2 and the LORD said to Moses: "Tell Aaron your brother not to come at just any 
time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat which is on the ark, lest he 
die; for I will appear in the cloud above the mercy seat." 
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French Freemasonry itself underwent changes during the revolution. In 1789, the Grand Orient 

declared that French Freemasonry was aligned with democratic government, and not the ancien 

regime. Despite this, during the Terror (1793-1796), French Freemasonry came to a standstill as 

Freemasonry was seen as suspicious and the Grand Orient was forced to cease its activities. 

When Revolution broke out in 1789, there were almost 1000 lodges in France. By 1800, when 

lodges were no longer outlawed, only 75 could still regroup after the devastation of the 

Revolution.  

When France Invaded Egypt in 1799, all things Egyptian became popular in France and this, too, 

affected French Freemasonry. In 1810, “Egyptian” French Freemasonry appeared, with the Rite 

of Misraïm. It was first popular among French troops in Egypt and then spread when the army 

moved to Italy. When soldiers started to return to France in 1814, this new type of French 

Freemasonry became popular in France as well.  

French Freemasonry and Napoleon  

When Napoleon became emperor after the French Revolution, French Freemasonry was 

immediately affected. Napoleon declared his brother, Joseph Bonaparte, Grand Master of the 

Grand Orient de France. Napoleon also ensured that administration of French Freemasonry was 

overseen by Jean-Jacques-Régis de Cambacérès, effectively ensuing that Napoleon had full 

control over the fraternal order. Napoleon himself seems to have thought little of French 

Freemasonry. While he acknowledged that Masons “carried out good actions from time to time” 

he also described Freemasonry as a group of “imbeciles who assemble for good cheer and for the 

execution of many ridiculous follies.” Under Napoleon, the Grand Orient de France was 

controlled by political forces but was also given new powers as a result and was able to gather all 

lodges under its power. As well, the number of lodges during the Napoleonic reign grew to 

1,200, largely due to a large influx of military lodges.  

History 

The last article of the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen was adopted on 26 

August 1789,[1] by the National Constituent Assembly (Assemblée nationale constituante), 

during the period of the French Revolution, as the first step toward writing a constitution for 

France. Inspired by the Enlightenment, the original version of the Declaration was discussed by 

the representatives on the basis of a 24 article draft proposed by the sixth bureau,[2][3] led by 

Jérôme Champion de Cicé. The draft was later modified during the debates. A second and 

lengthier declaration, known as the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen of 1793 was 

later adopted. 

Philosophic and theoretical context 

The concepts in the Declaration come from the philosophical and political principles of the Age 

of Enlightenment, such as individualism, the social contract as theorized by the Swiss 

philosopher Rousseau, and the separation of powers espoused by the Baron de Montesquieu. As 

can be seen in the texts, the French declaration is heavily influenced by the political philosophy 
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of the Enlightenment, and by Enlightenment principles of human rights, some of which it shares 

with the U.S. Declaration of Independence which preceded it (4 July 1776). Thomas Jefferson, 

primary author of the U.S. Declaration of Independence, was at the time in France as a U.S. 

diplomat,([4] and was in correspondence with members of the French National Constituent 

Assembly. James Madison's proposal for a U.S. Bill of Rights was adopted by the U.S. House of 

Representatives on 21 August 1789.,[5][6] that is 5 days before the French declaration. 

Considering the speed at which information crossed the Atlantic Ocean in the 18th century, it can 

be assumed that the French declaration was not directly inspired by its US counterpart. 

The declaration is in the spirit of what has come to be called natural law, which does not base 

itself on religious doctrine or authority.[7] 

The declaration defines a single set of individual and collective rights for all men. Influenced by 

the doctrine of natural rights, these rights are held to be universal and valid in all times and 

places. For example, "Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may 

be founded only upon the general good."[8] They have certain natural rights to property, to liberty 

and to life. According to this theory the role of government is to recognize and secure these 

rights. Furthermore government should be carried on by elected representatives.[9] 

At the time of writing, the rights contained in the declaration were only awarded to men. 

Furthermore, the declaration was a statement of vision rather than reality. The declaration was 

not deeply rooted in either the practice of the West or even France at the time. The declaration 

emerged in the late 18th Century out of war and revolution. It encountered opposition as 

democracy and individual rights were frequently regarded as synonymous with anarchy and 

subversion. The declaration embodies ideals and aspirations towards which France pledged to 

struggle in the future.[10] 

Substance 

 

This section requires expansion. (September 2010) 

The Declaration opens by affirming "the natural and imprescriptible rights of man" to "liberty, 

property, security and resistance to oppression". It called for the destruction of aristocratic 

privileges by proclaiming an end to exemptions from taxation, freedom and equal rights for all 

human beings (referred to as "Men"), and access to public office based on talent. The monarchy 

was restricted, and all citizens were to have the right to take part in the legislative process. 

Freedom of speech and press were declared, and arbitrary arrests outlawed.[11] 

The Declaration also asserted the principles of popular sovereignty, in contrast to the divine right 

of kings that characterized the French monarchy, and social equality among citizens, "All the 

citizens, being equal in the eyes of the law, are equally admissible to all public dignities, places, 

and employments, according to their capacity and without distinction other than that of their 

virtues and of their talents," eliminating the special rights of the nobility and clergy. 

Articles: 
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1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be founded 

only upon the general good. 

2. The aim of all political association is the preservation of the natural and imprescriptible 

rights of man. These rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression. 

3. The principle of all sovereignty resides essentially in the nation. No body nor individual 

may exercise any authority which does not proceed directly from the nation. 

4. Liberty consists in the freedom to do everything which injures no one else; hence the 

exercise of the natural rights of each man has no limits except those which assure to the 

other members of the society the enjoyment of the same rights. These limits can only be 

determined by law. 

5. Law can only prohibit such actions as are hurtful to society. Nothing may be prevented 

which is not forbidden by law, and no one may be forced to do anything not provided for 

by law. 

6. Law is the expression of the general will. Every citizen has a right to participate 

personally, or through his representative, in its foundation. It must be the same for all, 

whether it protects or punishes. All citizens, being equal in the eyes of the law, are 

equally eligible to all dignities and to all public positions and occupations, according to 

their abilities, and without distinction except that of their virtues and talents. 

7. No person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned except in the cases and according to 

the forms prescribed by law. Any one soliciting, transmitting, executing, or causing to be 

executed, any arbitrary order, shall be punished. But any citizen summoned or arrested in 

virtue of the law shall submit without delay, as resistance constitutes an offense. 

8. The law shall provide for such punishments only as are strictly and obviously necessary, 

and no one shall suffer punishment except it be legally inflicted in virtue of a law passed 

and promulgated before the commission of the offense. 

9. As all persons are held innocent until they shall have been declared guilty, if arrest shall 

be deemed indispensable, all harshness not essential to the securing of the prisoner's 

person shall be severely repressed by law. 

10. No one shall be disquieted on account of his opinions, including his religious views, 

provided their manifestation does not disturb the public order established by law. 

11. The free communication of ideas and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of 

man. Every citizen may, accordingly, speak, write, and print with freedom, but shall be 

responsible for such abuses of this freedom as shall be defined by law. 

12. The security of the rights of man and of the citizen requires public military forces. These 

forces are, therefore, established for the good of all and not for the personal advantage of 

those to whom they shall be entrusted. 

13. A general tax is indispensable for the maintenance of the public force and for the 

expenses of administration; it ought to be equally apportioned among all citizens 

according to their means.[12] 

14. All the citizens have a right to decide, either personally or by their representatives, as to 

the necessity of the public contribution; to grant this freely; to know to what uses it is put; 

and to fix the proportion, the mode of assessment and of collection and the duration of 

the taxes. 

15. Society has the right to require of every public agent an account of his administration. 

16. A society in which the observance of the law is not assured, nor the separation of powers 

defined, has no constitution at all. 
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17. Property being an inviolable and sacred right, no one can be deprived of it, unless 

demanded by public necessity, legally constituted, explicitly demands it, and under the 

condition of a just and prior indemnity. 

Active vs. Passive Citizenship 

While the French Revolution provided rights to a larger portion of the population, there remained 

a distinction between those who obtained the political rights in the Declaration of the Rights of 

Man and Citizen and those who did not. Those who were deemed to hold these political rights 

were called active citizens. Active citizenship was granted to men who were French, at least 25 

years old, paid taxes equal to three days work, and could not be defined as servants (Thouret).[13] 

This meant that at the time of the Declaration only white, male, property owners held these 

rights.[14] The deputies in the National Assembly (French Revolution) believed that only those 

who held tangible interests in the nation could make informed political decisions.[15] This 

distinction directly affects articles 6, 12, 14, and 15 of the Declaration of the Rights of Man and 

Citizen as each of these rights is related to the right to vote and to participate actively in the 

government. With the decree of 29 October 1789, the term active citizen became embedded in 

French politics.[16] 

The concept of passive citizens was created to encompass those populations that had been 

excluded from political rights in the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen. Because of 

the requirements set down for active citizens, the vote was granted to approximately 4.3 million 

Frenchmen.[17] out of a population of around 29 million.[18] These omitted groups included 

women, slaves, children, and foreigners. As these measures were voted upon by the General 

Assembly, they limited the rights of certain groups of citizens while implementing the 

democratic process of the new French Republic (1792–1804).[19] This legislation, passed in 1789, 

was amended by the creators of the Constitution of 1795 in order to eliminate the label of active 

citizen.[20] However, the power to vote continued to be granted solely to substantial property 

owners.[21] 

Tensions arose between active and passive citizens throughout the Revolution. This happened 

when passive citizens started to call for more rights, or when they openly refused to listen to the 

ideals set forth by active citizens. This cartoon clearly demonstrates the difference that existed 

between the active and passive citizens along with the tensions associated with such 

differences.[22] In the cartoon, a passive citizen is holding a spade and a wealthy landowning 

active citizen is ordering the passive citizens to go to work. The act appears condescending to the 

passive citizen and it revisits the reasons why the French Revolution began in the first place. 

Women, in particular, were strong passive citizens who played a significant role in the 

Revolution. Olympe de Gouges penned her Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female 

Citizen in 1791 and drew attention to the need for gender equality.[23] By supporting the ideals of 

The French Revolution and wishing to expand them to women, she represented herself as a 

revolutionary citizen. Madame Roland also established herself as an influential figure throughout 

the Revolution. She saw women of The French Revolution as holding three roles; “inciting 

revolutionary action, formulating policy, and informing others of revolutionary events.”[24] By 

working with men, as opposed to working separate from men, she may have been able to further 
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the fight of revolutionary women. As players in The French Revolution, women occupied a 

significant role in the civic sphere by forming social movements and participating in popular 

clubs, allowing them societal influence, despite their lack of direct political influence.[25] 

Women's rights 

The Declaration recognized many rights as belonging to citizens (who could only be male). This 

was despite the fact that after The March on Versailles on 5 October 1789, women presented the 

Women's Petition to the National Assembly in which they proposed a decree giving women 

equality.[citation needed] In 1790 Nicolas de Condorcet and Etta Palm d'Aelders unsuccessfully called 

on the National Assembly to extend civil and political rights to women.[26] Condorcet declared 

that “and he who votes against the right of another, whatever the religion, color, or sex of that 

other, has henceforth abjured his own”.[27] The French Revolution did not lead to a recognition of 

women’s rights and this prompted Olympe de Gouges to publish the Declaration of the Rights of 

Woman and the Female Citizen in September 1791.[28] 

The Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen is modelled on the Declaration 

of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen and is ironic in formulation and exposes the failure of the 

French Revolution, which had been devoted to equality. It states that: 

“This revolution will only take effect when all women become fully aware of their deplorable 

condition, and of the rights they have lost in society”. 

The Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen follows the seventeen articles of 

the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen point for point and has been described by 

Camille Naish as “almost a parody... of the original document”. The first article of the 

Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen proclaims that: 

“Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be based only on 

common utility.” 

The first article of Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen replied: 

“Woman is born free and remains equal to man in rights. Social distinctions may only be based 

on common utility”. 

De Gouges also draws attention to the fact that under French law women were fully punishable, 

yet denied equal rights, declaring “Women have the right to mount the scaffold, they must also 

have the right to mount the speaker’s rostrum”.[29] 

Slavery 

The declaration did not revoke the institution of slavery, as lobbied for by Jacques-Pierre 

Brissot's Les Amis des Noirs and defended by the group of colonial planters called the Club 

Massiac because they met at the Hôtel Massiac.[30] Despite the lack of explicit mention of slavery 

in the Declaration, slave uprisings in Saint-Domingue that would later be known as the 
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beginning of the Haitian Revolution took inspiration from its words, as discussed in C. L. R. 

James' history of the Haitian Revolution, The Black Jacobins.[citation needed] Deplorable conditions 

for the thousands of slaves in Saint-Domingue, the most profitable slave colony in the world, 

also led to the uprisings which would be known as the first successful slave revolt in the New 

World. Slavery in the French colonies was abolished by the Convention dominated by the 

Jacobins in 1794. However, Napoleon reinstated it in 1802. The colony of Saint-Domingue 

declared its independence in 1804. 

Legacy 

The declaration has also influenced and inspired rights-based liberal democracy throughout the 

world. It was translated as soon as 1793–94 by Colombian Antonio Nariño, who published it 

despite the Inquisition and was sentenced to be imprisoned for ten years for doing so. In 2003, 

the document was listed on UNESCO's Memory of the World register. 

Edmund Clarence Stedman 

Note: no mention of the Statue of Liberty Poem 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Jump to: navigation, search  

 

 
Edmund Clarence Stedman, 1897 

Edmund Clarence Stedman (October 8, 1833 - January 18, 1908), American poet, critic, 

essayist, banker, and scientist, was born at Hartford, Connecticut, in the United States. 
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Biography 

Stedman studied two years at Yale University; became a journalist in New York City, especially 

on the staffs of the Tribune and World, for which latter paper he served as field correspondent 

during the first years of the Civil War. As opportunity offered, he studied law and was for a time 

private secretary to Attorney-General Bates at Washington, and was a member of the New York 

Stock Exchange in Wall Street from 1865 to 1900. His first book, Poems, Lyrical and Idyllic, 

appeared in 1860, followed by successive volumes of similar character, and by collected editions 

of his verse in 1873, 1884 and 1897. His longer poems are Alice of Monmouth: an Idyl of the 

Great War (1864); The Blameless Prince (1869), an allegory of good deeds, supposed to have 

been remotely suggested by the life of Prince Albert; and an elaborate commemorative ode on 

Nathaniel Hawthorne, read before the Harvard Phi Beta Kappa Society in 1877. 

An idyllic atmosphere is the prevalent characteristic of his longer pieces, while the lyric tone is 

never absent from his songs, ballads and poems of reflection or fancy. As an editor he put forth a 

volume of Cameos from Walter Savage Landor (with Thomas Bailey Aldrich, 1874); a large 

Library of (selections from) American Literature (with Ellen M Hutchinson, 11 vols, 1888–

1890); a Victorian Anthology (1895); and an American Anthology, 1787-1899 (1900); the two 

last-named volumes being ancillary to a detailed and comprehensive critical study in prose of the 

whole body of English poetry from 1837, and of American poetry of the 19th century. 

This study appeared in separate chapters in Scribner's Monthly now the Century Magazine, and 

was reissued, with enlargements, in the volumes entitled Victorian Poets (1875; continued to the 

Jubilee year in the edition of 1887) and Poets of America (1885), the two works forming the 

most symmetrical body of literary criticism yet published in the United States. Their value is 

increased by the treatise on The Nature and Elements of Poetry (Boston, 1892) a work of great 

critical insight as well as technical knowledge. 

Stedman edited, with Ellen M. Hutchinson, A Library of American Literature (eleven volumes, 

1888–90); and, with George E. Woodberry, the Works of Edgar Allan Poe (ten volumes, 1895). 

After the death of James Russell Lowell, Stedman had perhaps the leading place among 

American poets and critics. 

In 1904, Edmund Clarence Stedman was one of the first seven chosen for membership in the 

American Academy of Arts and Letters. 
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In addition to his literary achievements, Stedman pursued scientific and technical endeavors. In 

1879, he proposed a rigid airship inspired by the anatomy of a fish, with a framework of steel, 

brass, or copper tubing and a tractor propeller mounted on the craft's bow, later changed to an 

engine with two propellers suspended beneath the framework. The airship never was built, but its 

design foreshadowed that of the dirigibles of the early decades of the 20th century.[1] 

The Scottish Rite degrees are lessons taught through allegory in the form of 
plays. The lessons are taken from Biblical as well as more modern historical 
events.  Cast members use costumes and makeup to look like the characters 
who they represent.  Candidates learn the lessons by observing the 
presentation.  Memorization of material presented is not required. The 
Scottish Rite is open to all Master Masons in good standing. 

The 33° is conferred annually, at the meeting of the Supreme Council, upon a 
select number of 32 ° Scottish Rite Masons who have contributed outstanding 
service to Freemasonry or Scottish Rite or who have exemplified, in their daily 
lives, the true meaning of the Brotherhood of Man under the Fatherhood of 
God.  A recipient must be at least 33 years of age and may not apply for the 
degree. 

Seven 

In every religious system of antiquity, particularly in the mysteries of the 
ancients, the number seven holds a place of veneration.  This was true in a 
special way in the Jewish ritual, and held true in a large measure in 
Christianity.  In its etymological derivation the Hebrew term for "seven" 
presents the idea of sufficiency or fullness; the word therefore signifies 
perfection.  Seven is also a sacred number in Masonic symbolism, and occurs 
frequently in ritual and in other phases throughout all the degrees. 

Seven Stars 

In the Tracing-Board of the Seventeenth Degree, or Knight of the East and 
West, there is the representation of a man clothed in a white robe, with a 
golden girdle about his waist, and around his extended right hand are seven 
stars.  This is an apocalyptic degree, and seven stars representing the perfect 
number symbolize the true messengers of the Christ.  "And he had in his right 
hand seven stars"... Rev. 1:16 

Liber, or Liberty 
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A fundamental of Freemasonry is liberty of thought, speech, and action, within 
the bounds of civil, political, and conscientious law, without license.  The 
Eagle, in the Rose Croix Degree, symbolizes this tenet.  The word Liber is 
also the name of the inner rind of the bark of a tree formally used as material 
for writing; hence it signifies "book," and for the "tree of knowledge" we have 
the "book of wisdom," and for the "tree of " we have the "book of life."  Lev. 
25:10 -  Luke 4:18 -  John 8:32,36 -  Rom. 8:21 

Knights Templar 

The piety or superstition of the age had induced multitudes of pilgrims in the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries to visit Jerusalem for the purpose of offering 
their devotions at the sepulcher of the Lord and the other holy places in that 
city.  Many of these religious wanderers were weak or aged, almost all of 
them unarmed, and thousands of them were subjected to insult, to pillage, 
and often to death, inflicted by the hordes of Arabs who, even after the 
capture of Jerusalem by the Christians, continued to infest the sea coast of 
Palestine and the roads to the capitol.  To protect the pious pilgrims thus 
exposed to plunder and bodily outrage, nine French knights, the followers of 
Baldwyn, united, in the year 1118, in a military confraternity or brotherhood in 
arms, and entered into a solemn compact to aid each other in clearing the 
roads, and defending the pilgrims in their passage to the holy city.  Uniting the 
monastic with the military character, they took, in the presence of the 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, the usual vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, 
and with great humility assumed the title Poor Fellow Soldiers of Christ.  Their 
story is told well in the John J. Robinson book, Born in Blood, a review of 
which can be read here. 

Koran 

The sacred book of the Mohammedans, and believed by them to contain a 
record of the revelations made by God to Mohammed, and afterward dictated 
by him to an amanuensis, since the prophet could neither read or write.  In a 
Lodge consisting wholly of Mohammedans, the Koran would be esteemed as 
the Book of Law, and take the place on the altar which is occupied in Christian 
Lodges by the Bible. 

Column 

Three columns are employed to signify the supports of a Lodge; the columns 
of Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. 
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Beehive 

The Beehive is an emblem of industry, and recommends the practice of that 
virtue to all created beings, from the highest seraph in heaven to the lowest 
reptile in the dust.  It teaches us that we came into the world rational and 
human beings, so should we ever be industrious ones; never sitting down 
contented while our fellow-creatures around us are in want, if it is in our power 
to relieve them without inconvenience to ourselves.  Beehive Illustration 

Busy as a bee????. 

 

Legacy 

 

 
Temple Church, London. As the chapel of the New Temple in London, it was the location for 

Templar initiation ceremonies. In modern times it is the parish church of the Middle and Inner 

Temples, two of the Inns of Court. It is a popular tourist attraction. 

See also: List of places associated with the Knights Templar 

With their military mission and extensive financial resources, the Knights Templar funded a 

large number of building projects around Europe and the Holy Land. Many of these structures 

are still standing. Many sites also maintain the name "Temple" because of centuries-old 

association with the Templars.[70] For example, some of the Templars' lands in London were later 

rented to lawyers, which led to the names of the Temple Bar gateway and the Temple tube 

station. Two of the four Inns of Court which may call members to act as barristers are the Inner 

Temple and Middle Temple. 

Distinctive architectural elements of Templar buildings include the use of the image of "two 

knights on a single horse", representing the Knights' poverty, and round buildings designed to 

resemble the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.[71] 

Modern organizations 
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Main article: Knights Templar and popular culture 

The story of the secretive yet powerful medieval Templars, especially their persecution and 

sudden dissolution, has been a tempting source for many other groups which have used alleged 

connections with the Templars as a way of enhancing their own image and mystery.[72] There is 

no clear historical connection between the Knights Templar, which were dismantled in the 14th 

century, and any of the modern organizations, of which the earliest emerged publicly in the 18th 

century, and are referred to as Neo-Templars by some authors.[73][74][75][76][77] However, there is 

often public confusion and many overlook the 400-year gap. 

Freemasonry 

Main article: Knights Templar (Freemasonry) 

Since at least the 18th century Freemasonry has incorporated Templar symbols and rituals in a 

number of Masonic bodies,[5] most notably, the "Order of the Temple" the final order joined in 

"The United Religious, Military and Masonic Orders of the Temple and of St John of Jerusalem, 

Palestine, Rhodes and Malta" commonly known as the Knights Templar. One theory of the 

origins of Freemasonry claims direct descent from the historical Knights Templar through its 

final fourteenth-century members who took refuge in Scotland whose King, Robert the Bruce 

was excommunicated by the Roman Catholic Church at the time, or other countries where the 

Templar suppression was not enforced. There have even been claims that some of the Templars 

who made it to Scotland contributed to the Scots' victory at Bannockburn. This theory is usually 

deprecated on grounds of lack of evidence, by both Masonic authorities[78] and historians.[79] 

Legends and relics 

Main article: Knights Templar legends 

The Knights Templar have become associated with legends concerning secrets and mysteries 

handed down to the select from ancient times. Rumors circulated even during the time of the 

Templars themselves. Freemasonic writers added their own speculations in the 19th century, and 

further fictional embellishments have been added in popular novels such as Ivanhoe, Foucault's 

Pendulum, The Lost symbol, and The Da Vinci Code;[5] modern movies such as National 

Treasure and Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade; and video games such as Assassin's Creed 

and Broken Sword.[80] 

Many of the Templar legends are connected with the Order's early occupation of the Temple 

Mount in Jerusalem and speculation about what relics the Templars may have found there, such 

as the Holy Grail or the Ark of the Covenant.[5][15][66][81] That the Templars were in possession of 

some relics is certain. Many churches still display holy relics such as the bones of a saint, a scrap 

of cloth once worn by a holy man, or the skull of a martyr; the Templars did the same. They were 

documented as having a piece of the True Cross, which the Bishop of Acre carried into battle at 

the disastrous Horns of Hattin.[82] When the battle was lost, Saladin captured the relic, which was 

then ransomed back to the Crusaders when the Muslims surrendered the city of Acre in 1191.[83] 

The Templars were also known to possess the head of Saint Euphemia of Chalcedon,[84] and the 
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subject of relics came up during the Inquisition of the Templars, as several trial documents refer 

to the worship of an idol of some type, referred to in some cases as a cat, a bearded head, or in 

some cases as Baphomet. This accusation of idol worship levied against the Templars has also 

led to the modern belief by some that the Templars practiced witchcraft.[85] However, modern 

scholars generally explain the name Baphomet from the trial documents as simply a French 

misspelling of the name Mahomet (Muhammad).[5][86] 

The Holy Grail quickly became associated with the Templars, even in the 12th century. The first 

Grail romance, Le Conte du Graal, was written around 1180 by Chrétien de Troyes, who came 

from the same area where the Council of Troyes had officially sanctioned the Templars' Order. 

Perhaps twenty years later Parzival, Wolfram von Eschenbach's version of the tale, refers to 

knights called "Templeisen" guarding the Grail Kingdom.[87] Another hero of the Grail quest, Sir 

Galahad (a 13th-century literary invention of monks from St. Bernard's Cistercian Order) was 

depicted bearing a shield with the cross of Saint George, similar to the Templars' insignia: this 

version presented the "Holy" Grail as a Christian relic. A legend developed that since the 

Templars had their headquarters at the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, they must have excavated in 

search of relics, found the Grail, and then proceeded to keep it in secret and guard it with their 

lives. However, in the extensive documents of the Templar inquisition there was never a single 

mention of anything like a Grail relic,[14] let alone its possession by the Templars, nor is there 

any evidence that a Templar wrote a Grail Romance.[88] In reality, most mainstream scholars 

agree that the story of the Grail was just that, a literary fiction that began circulating in medieval 

times.[5][15] 

Another legendary object that is claimed to have some connection with the Templars is the 

Shroud of Turin. In 1357, the shroud was first publicly displayed by a nobleman known as 

Geoffrey of Charney,[89] described by some sources as being a member of the family of the 

grandson of Geoffroi de Charney, who was burned at the stake with De Molay.[90] The shroud's 

origins are still a matter of controversy, but in 1988, a carbon dating analysis concluded that the 

shroud was made between 1260 and 1390, a span that includes the last half-century of the 

Templars' existence.[91] The validity of the dating methodology has subsequently been called into 

question, and the age of the shroud is still the subject of much debate[92] despite the existence of 

a 1389 Memorandum by Bishop Pierre D'Arcis to the Avignon Antipope Clement VII 

mentioning that the image had previously been denounced by his predecessor Henri de Poitiers 

(Bishop of Troyes 1353-1370), stating "Eventually, after diligent inquiry and examination, he 

discovered how the said cloth had been cunningly painted, the truth being attested by the artist 

who had painted it, to wit, that it was a work of human skill and not miraculously wrought or 

bestowed."[93] 

The Knights Templar is an international philanthropic chivalric order affiliated with Freemasonry. Unlike 

the initial degrees conferred in a Masonic Lodge, which only require a belief in a Supreme Being 

regardless of religious affiliation, the Knights Templar is one of several additional Masonic Orders in 

which membership is open only to Freemasons who profess a belief in the Christian religion. The full 

title of this Order is The United Religious, Military and Masonic Orders of the Temple and of St John of 

Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta. The word "United" in this title indicates that more than one 

historical tradition and more than one actual Order are jointly controlled within this system. The 

individual Orders 'united' within this system are principally the Knights of the Temple (Knights Templar), 
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the Knights of Malta, the Knights of St Paul, and only within the York Rite, the Knights of the Red Cross. 

The Order derives its name from the historical Knights Templar. One theory of the origins of 

Freemasonry claims direct descent from the historical Knights Templar through its final fourteenth-

century members who took refuge in Scotland, or other countries where the Templar suppression was 

not enforced. Although the theory may not be dismissed, it is usually deprecated on grounds of lack of 

evidence by both masonic authorities[1] and historians. 
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“MASONRY AND THE STATUE OF LIBERTY” 
   

By R. W. Robert C. Singer, Deputy Grand Master Grand Lodge, F. & A.M., New York 

  

   Masons everywhere can take special pride in the part our great Fraternity played in the creation and 

erection, nearly 100 years ago, of the most unique symbol of freedom and opportunity, the Statue of Liberty. 

  

   In the summer of 1865, a group of Frenchmen were gathered together one evening at the home of the well-

known author, Edouard Rene de Laboulaye, in the village of Glavingny,a suburb of Paris. Among those 

present were Oscar and Edmond de Lafayette, grandsons of the Marquis d’ Lafayette, Masonic brother of 

George Washington; Henri Martin, the noted 

historian and French Mason; and a young artist from Colmar in French (later German) Alsace by the name 

of Frederic Auguste Bartholdi, who at the time was engaged in making a bust of Laboulaye, called by one 

biographer “America’s most ardent admirer in France.” 

  

 Laboulaye told the group that it would be a splendid gesture on the part of all liberty-loving Frenchmen to 

acknowledge their friendship to America by presenting a fitting memorial. (Some have speculated that he had 

a second motive in mind–to call attention to the contrast between the American way of life with its freedoms 

and that of the French under the repressive Second Empire.) 

  

   The 31-year-old Bartholdi became imbued with the idea and also the challenge it presented to his artistic 

talent. But the proposal lay dormant during the autocratic rule of Napoleon III and throughout the 

destructive years of the Franco-Prussian War. 

  

  In 1871, Laboulaye, the Brother Lafayette with their cousin, the Marquis de Noailles, and the Marquis de 

Rochambeau, along with Henri Martin, revived the plan for the as yet unnamed memorial. They suggested 

that Bartholdi visit America and make arrangements for the presentation of the monument on July 4, 1876, 

the Centenary of the Declaration of Independence. 

  

   Armed with letters of introduction and full of high hopes, Bartholdi sailed for America, although it is said 

that he did not have even a rough drawing of the proposed monument. Two weeks later, while standing on 

the deck of the ship Pereire steaming up Lower New York Bay, he caught a vision of a magnificent goddess 

holding aloft a torch in one hand and welcoming all visitors to the land of freedom and opportunity. 

  

  Quickly obtaining paper and brush, Bartholdi sketched in water-color the idea of the Statue of Liberty 

substantially as it appears today. It was his thought to have this symbolic structure tower over the steeple of 

Trinity Church, then the tallest building on the New York skyline. He wrote to Laboulaye, “these outlines 

may well aim beyond the mere monument at a work of great moral value.” 

  

   Bartholdi returned to France in 1874 and soon thereafter the Franco-American Union was established in 

Paris to raise funds for the Statue of “Liberty Enlightening the World.”  That same year, Bartholdi began his 

work at the Parisian firm of Gaget, Gauthier & Cie. His model for the face of the “Goddess of Liberty”was 

his mother, Charlotte Beysser Bartholdi. 

First, he made a four-foot clay miniature, then a nine-foot cast in plaster, and then proportionately enlarged 

each section four times, making as many as nine thousand measurements with each increase in size. 

  

   The main structural framework of four huge steel supports was specially designed by Gustave Eiffel, who 

later gained world-wide fame as a result of the 984-foot tower he created for the Paris Exposition in 1889. 

  

   Under the leadership of Henri Martin, and inspired perhaps by the fact that so many of the sponsors of the 

Franco-American Union were members of the Masonic Fraternity, a campaign netting one million francs was 

completed by 1880. Contributors included over 100,000 individuals, 181 villages, 10 Chambers of Commerce, 



and many school children. The pedestal, which was America’s responsibility, had been plagued by inadequate 

financial support, and it took a last-minute effort by Joseph Pulitzer, the owner and editor of the New York 

World, to raise over $100,000, most of it from school children. Together, American and French citizens 

contributed some $500,000 to the project. 

  

   Although the Statue’s completion was not in time for the original 1876 date, the right hand and torch were 

displayed at the Philadelphia World’s Fair and later in New York, so America was given a “sneak preview” 

of what was to come. 

  

   On Washington’s birthday in 1877, Congress accepted the statue, in the name of the United States, as a gift 

from the French people.  President Hayes then authorized General William T. Sherman, Army Chief of Staff, 

to select a suitable site for the gift. S herman, knowing Bartholdi’s preference for Bedloe’s (now Liberty) 

Island, wisely concurred. 

  

   Meanwhile, in France Bartholdi and his fifty workmen finished the head, which was to go on display at the 

Paris Exposition Universelle in 1878. In 1880, the final stage was in preparation. The copper sheets were 

ready to be riveted in place, and Levi P. Morton, American Minister to France, later Vice President of the 

United States and Governor of New York, was invited to “drive the rivet in the first part to be mounted, the 

big toe of the left foot. “ 

  

   The giant lady literally grew out of the Paris pavement. When completed, she stood 151 feet high and 

remained in place for two years, awaiting the building of a pedestal.   

   The statue was finished on May 21, 1884, and formally presented to Ambassador Morton by Ferdinand de 

Lesseps, head of the Franco-American Union and builder of the Suez Canal, at a friendship dinner on July 4, 

1884. 

  

   Around this time, Bartholdi, who was a member of Lodge Alsace Lorraine in Paris, which was composed of 

intellectuals, writers and government representatives, invited his brothers to view his masterpiece prior to its 

leaving their native land for America. It is also reported that in November of that year, he delivered a lecture 

and gave the Lodge a report on the history and various methods used in the creation of the statue. In 1887, 

after the statue was dedicated at its final resting place, Bartholdi told his Lodge brothers of the ardent 

welcome he had received in New York and of the wide enthusiasm created by his work. 

  

   Meanwhile, in America plans were being made for the laying of the cornerstone of the pedestal. Chairman 

William M. Evarts of the American Committee contacted the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of 

the State of New York, and requested a Masonic ceremony “appropriate to the occasion.” 

  

   It had been a tradition in America to have the cornerstone of major public and private buildings and 

monuments consecrated with full Masonic rites, ever since President George Washington, on September 18, 

1793, had personally laid the cornerstone of the United States Capital, with the assistance of the Grand Lodge 

of Maryland. Similarly, the cornerstone of the Washington Monument was laid in a Masonic ceremony. 

  

   The Evart’s invitation, however, was more than a local manifestation of the influence of the Craft or the 

continuance of a national practice. The presentation and erection of the Statue of Liberty was an occasion of 

world-wide significance, and delegating the laying of the cornerstone to the Masonic Fraternity was a fitting 

tribute rendered to free men of high principles and recognized international reputations throughout the 

world. 

  The date set for the ceremony was August 5, 1884. The American Committee sent invitations to all the 

leading state and municipal leaders across the Nation. The ceremony was scheduled to begin at two o’clock. 

Everything humanly possible was carefully planned. But one factor could not be controlled–the weather. On 

August 5, 1884, it did more than just rain–it poured! 

  

   However, the ceremony went off as scheduled. The gaily decorated vessel Bay Ridge, draped with the 

Tricolor of France and the Stars and Stripes, ferried approximately 100 members of the Grand Lodge of New 

York and visiting Masonic Grand Officers, along with many civic officials, to Bedloe’s Island. 



 Because of limited space, the traditional Masonic parade was omitted and the program was begun 

immediately. 

  

   A United States Army band played ” La Marseillaise,” the French National Anthem, following with the 

very popular “Hail Columbia.” Then began, on the raised northeast corner of the pedestal, the formal 

cornerstone ceremony. 

    Brother Richard M. Hunt, principal architect of the pedestal, presented the Working Tools to M.W. 

William A. Brodie, Grand Master, who in turn distributed them to the Grand Lodge officers: R.W. Frank R. 

Lawrence, Deputy Grand Master; R.W. John W. Vrooman, Senior Grand Warden; and R. W. James Ten 

Eyck, Junior Grand Warden.    R.W. Edward M.L. Ehlers, Grand Secretary and a member of Continental 

Lodge 287, read the list of items to be included in the copper box within the cornerstone: A copy of the United 

States Constitution; George Washington’s Farewell Address; 20 bronze medals of Presidents up through 

Chester A. Arthur (including Washington, Monroe, Jackson, Polk, Buchanan, Johnson, and Garfield who 

were proven Freemasons); copies of New York City newspapers; a portrait of Bartholdi; a copy of Poem on 

Liberty by E.R. Johnes; and a list on parchment of the Grand Lodge officers. 

  

   By traditional ceremony, the cornerstone was then tested and being found, square, level and plumb, the 

Deputy Grand Master completed the work by applying the mortar and by having the stone lowered firmly 

into place. The Grand Master then struck three blows with the gavel and declared the stone duly laid. The 

elements of consecration, corn, wine and oil, were next presented by R.W.Brothers Lawrence, Vrooman and 

Ten Eyck. 

  

   The most Worshipful Grand Master then gave a brief but pointed talk. He posed a question: “Why call 

upon the Masonic Fraternity to lay the cornerstone of such a structure as is here to be erected?” His answer, 

which is as true today as it was then, was: “No institution has done more to promote liberty and to free men 

from the trammels and chains of ignorance and tyranny than has Freemasonry.” 

  

   The principal address was given by the Deputy Grand Master, R.W. Brother Lawrence, who said in 

part:  “Massive as this statue is, its physical proportions sink into comparative obscurity when contrasted 

with the nobility of its concept. Liberty Enlightening the World! How lofty the thought! To be free, is the 

first, the noblest aspiration of the human breast. And it is now a universally admitted truth that only in 

proportion as men become possessed of liberty, do they become civilized, enlightened, and useful. . . . As 

Masons, we cannot appropriate to ourselves alone the lessons which this monument will teach. Not only to us, 

but to all men will it appeal . . . the gigantic figure which is here to stand in unapproachable grandeur while 

the centuries pass, will command: “Be noble, and the nobleness that lies In other men, sleeping, but never 

dead, Will rise in majesty to meet thine own. “ 

  

   The remainder of the story concerning the Statue of Liberty and Freemasons is almost anti-climatic. 

  

   Upon completion, the pedestal stood 89 feet high from its foundation on old Fort Wood, an abandoned 12-

acre site on Bedloe’s Island, 2,950 yards southwest of Manhattan Island. 

   

    Liberty was dismantled in Paris, every copper plate and beam coded and packed into 214 cases, and the 

whole shipment transported on a 70-car train to the coast. After a month at sea on the Isere, she arrived at 

Bedloe’s Island in June, 1885. It took 15 months to assemble the 225 tons of pure copper (applied in l/8″ 

thickness), steel and iron, but when she was in place, the result was as magnificent as the creator’s dream. 

  

   Dedication Day, October 28, 1886, was declared a holiday in New York City. Charles P. Stone, Grand 

Marshal, led the 20,000  paraders, including many Masonic Lodges, from 57th Street past President Grover 

Cleveland’s reviewing stand at Madison SquarePark and on down to the Battery, where groups were taken 

by steamer to Bedloe’s Island. Brother Henry C. Potter, Episcopal Bishop of New York, gave the Invocation 

and Comte Ferdinand de Lesseps presented the statue to Chairman Evarts in the name of the French people. 

  

   Both the Statue and the pedestal were then formally presented to President Cleveland, who received the 

monument with eloquent thanks in the name of the United States. Brother Bartholdi then pulled a silken cord 

releasing the Tricolor veil from the head and face of the Statue of “Liberty Enlightening the World.” 



  

   The main speaker was Chauncey M. Depew, United States Senator, railroad president, one of the most 

famous orators in American history, and an active member of Kane Lodge 454, having been raised in 1885. 

The program was closed with a Benediction pronounced by Bishop Potter. 

  

  The Statue of Liberty is not just a colossal 225-ton pile of metal reaching some 300 feet in the air at the 

entrance of New York harbor,  conspicuous by day and a guide to mariers by night. Magnificent in its 

conception, wonderful in design, and a masterpiece of engineering skill, this gigantic figure, holding aloft a 

torch of freedom in one hand and clasping a book of laws inscribed with the date “July 4, 1776″ in the other, 

casts its light far beyond the horizon. 

The light which illumines the Statue of Liberty is a guiding symbol to the path of freedom for men of all 

nations. 

    Yes, Freemasons everywhere can well be proud of the key role played by the Craft in the inception and 

erection of this great memorial, and-each of us should renew his vows and obligations to spread further the 

light of freedom, truth, tolerance, and justice which the Statue of Liberty so grandly symbolizes. 

  

   (On August 5, 1984, the Grand Lodge of New York observed the Centenary of the cornerstone laying in 

appropriate ceremonies at Liberty Island, which were attended by Masonic and governmental dignitaries. A 

bronze plaque commemorating the original event was dedicated and affixed to the pedestal.) 

  

This article is partly based on two seminal works, one by Brother William C. Kiessel, Jr., which appeared in 

the September, 1983 issue of The Masonic Philatelist, and the other by J.E. Bebrens, from the October, 1983 

Knight Templar magazine. Material for these articles, as well as additional information for this Short Talk 

Bulletin was gathered from the files of the Robert R. Livingston Masonic Library of the Grand Lodge of New 

York, and the Spring 1984 issue of The Empire Slate Mason. 
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The Freemasons were involved in the Statue of Liberty project from its conception to completion. 

Almost all of the parties involved were Masons. It was almost really a gift from the Freemasons of 

France to the Freemasons of America. All the Presidents commemorated in the box under the 

cornerstone were Freemasons. The sculptor and his patron were Freemasons as well. 

 

There are many allegations that as a project of the Freemasons, the Statue of Liberty is actually fraught 

with occultic and evil symbols. It is alledged that she is modeled on Babylon's evil goddess, Ishtar. The 

torch is a Luciferian symbol. The pedestal is modeled after the Babylonian ziggurat, the Tower of Babel. 

 

It is claimed that when the Freemasons speak of liberty their definition is quite different. They refer to 

freedom from the Catholic Church and monarchies who claim to derive power from God and not the 

people. 

 

If you do a search for Statue of Liberty and Freemasons you will be able to look through a number of 

pages on this subject. Is our Lady Liberty innocent and inspiring or deceptive and evil? Should we 

celebrate her or despise her? You be the judge. 

 

  



 

The Statue of Liberty Timeline  

Statue of Liberty Time line from the Dept of the Interior 

 

1811 -Star-shaped Fort Wood built on Bedloe's (now Liberty) Island. 
1874 -Fundraising for Statue begins in France. 
1877 -Congress authorizes site for Statue but appropriates no money. Private 
fundraising begins for pedestal construction. 
1881 -Statue assembly begins in Paris. Completed in 1884. 
1885 -Statue dismantled and shipped to New York. Joseph Pulitzer begins 
nationwide fundraising for pedestal. 
1886 -Statue reassembled and dedicated. 
1916 -Black Tom explosion on New Jersey waterfront damages Statue and Ellis 
Island Great Hall. Visitor access to torch ends. 
1924 -Statue of Liberty declared a national monument. 

1933 -National Park Service takes over administration of Statue from War Department. 
1937 -Statue closed for two-year restoration. 
1941 -Military Police stationed on Liberty Island to guard Statue throughout WWII. 
1982 -Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation established to raise money for restoration. 
1984 -Statue closed for two-year restoration. 
2001 -Statue and Liberty Island closed following 9/11 terrorist attack. 
2004 -Improvements sufficient to provide full visitor access to observation deck level finished. 
 

 

 

 

 



Mt. 13:41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed 
out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do 
evil. 
Mt. 13:42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Mt. 13:43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 
 
 
Mt. 17:2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 
 
Lk. 1:76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for 
him, 
Lk. 1:77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the 
forgiveness of their sins, 
Lk. 1:78 because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising 
sun will come to us from heaven 
Lk. 1:79 to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow 
 
 
Ac. 13:5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of 
God in the Jewish synagogues. John was with them as their 
helper. 
Ac. 13:6 They travelled through the whole island until they came to 
Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet 
named Bar-Jesus, 
Ac. 13:7 who was an attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The 
proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and Saul 
because he wanted to hear the word of God. 
Ac. 13:8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) 
opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the faith. 
Ac. 13:9 Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, looked straight at Elymas and said, 
Ac. 13:10 “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that 
is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will 
you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? 
Ac. 13:11 Now the hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be 
blind, and for a time you will be unable to see the light of the 
sun.” Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he 
groped about, seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 
 
 
Re. 1:16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth 
came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun 



shining in all its brilliance. 
 
 
Re. 10:1 Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. 
He was robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his 
face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars. 
Re. 10:2 He was holding a little scroll, which lay open in his hand. He 
planted his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 
Re. 10:3 and he gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion. When he 
shouted, the voices of the seven thunders spoke. 
Re. 10:4 And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; 
but I heard a voice from heaven say, “Seal up what the seven 
thunders have said and do not write it down.” 
 
 
Re. 21:23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for 
the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 
 
 
Ps. 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the 
work of his hands. 
Ps. 19:2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they 
display knowledge. 
Ps. 19:3 There is no speech or language where their voice is not 
heard. [Or They have no speech, there are no words; no 
sound is heard from them] 
Ps. 19:4 Their voice [Septuagint, Jerome and Syriac; Hebrew line] 
goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the 
world. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, 
Ps. 19:5 which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, 
like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 
Ps. 19:6 It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the 
other; nothing is hidden from its heat. 
 
 
Ps. 37:1 Do not fret because of evil men or be envious of those who 
do wrong; 
Ps. 37:2 for like the grass they will soon wither, like green plants they 
will soon die away. 
Ps. 37:3 Trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy 
safe pasture. 
Ps. 37:4 Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires 
of your heart. 
Ps. 37:5 Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do 
this: 
Ps. 37:6 He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, the 



justice of your cause like the noonday sun. 
 
 
Is. 60:19 The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the 
brightness of the moon shine on you, for the LORD will be 
your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. 
Is. 60:20 Your sun will never set again, and your moon will wane no 
more; the LORD will 
 
Mal. 4:2 But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness 
will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and 
leap like calves released from the stall. 
 
 
19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that 
sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he 
doth judge and make war. 
19:12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 
crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he 
himself. 
19:13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is 
called The Word of God. 
19:14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white 
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 
19:15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should 
smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he 
treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty 
God. 
19:16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING 
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 
19:17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud 
voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come 
and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 
 
Ps. 45:7 You love righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore God, 
your God, has set you above your companions by anointing 
you with the oil of joy. 
Ps. 45:8 All your robes are fragrant with myrrh and aloes and cassia; 
from palaces adorned with ivory the music of the strings 
makes you glad. 
Ps. 45:9 Daughters of kings are among your honoured women; at 
your right hand is the royal bride in gold of Ophir. 
 
Is. 61:8 “For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity. In 
my faithfulness I will reward them and make an everlasting 
covenant with them. 



Is. 61:9 Their descendants will be known among the nations and their 
offspring among the peoples. All who see them will 
acknowledge that they are a people the LORD has blessed.” 
Is. 61:10 I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. 
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed 
me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his 
head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. 
 
Is. 62:5 As a young man marries a maiden, so will your sons [Or 
Builder] marry you; as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, 
so will your God rejoice over you. 
 
Je. 2:2 “Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem: “‘I remember 
the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved me and 
followed me through the desert, through a land not sown. 
 
Je. 2:32 Does a maiden forget her jewellery, a bride her wedding 
ornaments? Yet my people have forgotten me, days without 
number. 
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	This formulation was influenced by a work that was published anonymously at Oxford in 1754, in which for the first time “absolute rights” of the English are mentioned.6 It originated from no less a person than Blackstone.7 These rights of the individual were voiced in Blackstone’s words for the first time in a Memorial to the legislature, which is given in an appendix to Otis’s pamphlet.8 On November 20, 1772, upon the motion of Samuel Adams a plan, which he had worked out, of a declaration of rights of the colonists as men, Christians and citizens was adopted by all the assembled citizens of Boston. It was therein declared, with an appeal to Locke, that men enter into the state by voluntary agreement, and they have the right beforehand in an equitable compact to establish conditions and limitations for the state and to see to it that these are carried out. Thereupon the colonists demanded as men the right of liberty and of property, as Christians freedom of religion, and as citizens the rights of Magna Charta and of the Bill of Rights of 1689.9
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	“MASONRY AND THE STATUE OF LIBERTY”
	By R. W. Robert C. Singer, Deputy Grand Master Grand Lodge, F. & A.M., New York
	Masons everywhere can take special pride in the part our great Fraternity played in the creation and erection, nearly 100 years ago, of the most unique symbol of freedom and opportunity, the Statue of Liberty.
	In the summer of 1865, a group of Frenchmen were gathered together one evening at the home of the well-known author, Edouard Rene de Laboulaye, in the village of Glavingny,a suburb of Paris. Among those present were Oscar and Edmond de Lafayette, g...
	historian and French Mason; and a young artist from Colmar in French (later German) Alsace by the name of Frederic Auguste Bartholdi, who at the time was engaged in making a bust of Laboulaye, called by one biographer “America’s most ardent admirer in...
	Laboulaye told the group that it would be a splendid gesture on the part of all liberty-loving Frenchmen to acknowledge their friendship to America by presenting a fitting memorial. (Some have speculated that he had a second motive in mind–to call at...
	The 31-year-old Bartholdi became imbued with the idea and also the challenge it presented to his artistic talent. But the proposal lay dormant during the autocratic rule of Napoleon III and throughout the destructive years of the Franco-Prussian War.
	In 1871, Laboulaye, the Brother Lafayette with their cousin, the Marquis de Noailles, and the Marquis de Rochambeau, along with Henri Martin, revived the plan for the as yet unnamed memorial. They suggested that Bartholdi visit America and make arra...
	Armed with letters of introduction and full of high hopes, Bartholdi sailed for America, although it is said that he did not have even a rough drawing of the proposed monument. Two weeks later, while standing on the deck of the ship Pereire steamin...
	Quickly obtaining paper and brush, Bartholdi sketched in water-color the idea of the Statue of Liberty substantially as it appears today. It was his thought to have this symbolic structure tower over the steeple of Trinity Church, then the tallest b...
	Bartholdi returned to France in 1874 and soon thereafter the Franco-American Union was established in Paris to raise funds for the Statue of “Liberty Enlightening the World.”  That same year, Bartholdi began his work at the Parisian firm of Gaget, ...
	First, he made a four-foot clay miniature, then a nine-foot cast in plaster, and then proportionately enlarged each section four times, making as many as nine thousand measurements with each increase in size.
	The main structural framework of four huge steel supports was specially designed by Gustave Eiffel, who later gained world-wide fame as a result of the 984-foot tower he created for the Paris Exposition in 1889.
	Under the leadership of Henri Martin, and inspired perhaps by the fact that so many of the sponsors of the Franco-American Union were members of the Masonic Fraternity, a campaign netting one million francs was completed by 1880. Contributors inclu...
	Although the Statue’s completion was not in time for the original 1876 date, the right hand and torch were displayed at the Philadelphia World’s Fair and later in New York, so America was given a “sneak preview” of what was to come.
	On Washington’s birthday in 1877, Congress accepted the statue, in the name of the United States, as a gift from the French people.  President Hayes then authorized General William T. Sherman, Army Chief of Staff, to select a suitable site for the ...
	Meanwhile, in France Bartholdi and his fifty workmen finished the head, which was to go on display at the Paris Exposition Universelle in 1878. In 1880, the final stage was in preparation. The copper sheets were ready to be riveted in place, and Le...
	The giant lady literally grew out of the Paris pavement. When completed, she stood 151 feet high and remained in place for two years, awaiting the building of a pedestal.
	The statue was finished on May 21, 1884, and formally presented to Ambassador Morton by Ferdinand de Lesseps, head of the Franco-American Union and builder of the Suez Canal, at a friendship dinner on July 4, 1884.
	Around this time, Bartholdi, who was a member of Lodge Alsace Lorraine in Paris, which was composed of intellectuals, writers and government representatives, invited his brothers to view his masterpiece prior to its leaving their native land for Am...
	Meanwhile, in America plans were being made for the laying of the cornerstone of the pedestal. Chairman William M. Evarts of the American Committee contacted the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York, and requested a Maso...
	It had been a tradition in America to have the cornerstone of major public and private buildings and monuments consecrated with full Masonic rites, ever since President George Washington, on September 18, 1793, had personally laid the cornerstone o...
	The Evart’s invitation, however, was more than a local manifestation of the influence of the Craft or the continuance of a national practice. The presentation and erection of the Statue of Liberty was an occasion of world-wide significance, and del...
	The date set for the ceremony was August 5, 1884. The American Committee sent invitations to all the leading state and municipal leaders across the Nation. The ceremony was scheduled to begin at two o’clock. Everything humanly possible was carefully...
	However, the ceremony went off as scheduled. The gaily decorated vessel Bay Ridge, draped with the Tricolor of France and the Stars and Stripes, ferried approximately 100 members of the Grand Lodge of New York and visiting Masonic Grand Officers, a...
	Because of limited space, the traditional Masonic parade was omitted and the program was begun immediately.
	A United States Army band played ” La Marseillaise,” the French National Anthem, following with the very popular “Hail Columbia.” Then began, on the raised northeast corner of the pedestal, the formal cornerstone ceremony.
	Brother Richard M. Hunt, principal architect of the pedestal, presented the Working Tools to M.W. William A. Brodie, Grand Master, who in turn distributed them to the Grand Lodge officers: R.W. Frank R. Lawrence, Deputy Grand Master; R.W. John W. ...
	By traditional ceremony, the cornerstone was then tested and being found, square, level and plumb, the Deputy Grand Master completed the work by applying the mortar and by having the stone lowered firmly into place. The Grand Master then struck thr...
	The most Worshipful Grand Master then gave a brief but pointed talk. He posed a question: “Why call upon the Masonic Fraternity to lay the cornerstone of such a structure as is here to be erected?” His answer, which is as true today as it was then,...
	The principal address was given by the Deputy Grand Master, R.W. Brother Lawrence, who said in part:  “Massive as this statue is, its physical proportions sink into comparative obscurity when contrasted with the nobility of its concept. Liberty Enl...
	The remainder of the story concerning the Statue of Liberty and Freemasons is almost anti-climatic.
	Upon completion, the pedestal stood 89 feet high from its foundation on old Fort Wood, an abandoned 12-acre site on Bedloe’s Island, 2,950 yards southwest of Manhattan Island.
	Liberty was dismantled in Paris, every copper plate and beam coded and packed into 214 cases, and the whole shipment transported on a 70-car train to the coast. After a month at sea on the Isere, she arrived at Bedloe’s Island in June, 1885. It to...
	Dedication Day, October 28, 1886, was declared a holiday in New York City. Charles P. Stone, Grand Marshal, led the 20,000  paraders, including many Masonic Lodges, from 57th Street past President Grover Cleveland’s reviewing stand at Madison Squar...
	Both the Statue and the pedestal were then formally presented to President Cleveland, who received the monument with eloquent thanks in the name of the United States. Brother Bartholdi then pulled a silken cord releasing the Tricolor veil from the ...
	The main speaker was Chauncey M. Depew, United States Senator, railroad president, one of the most famous orators in American history, and an active member of Kane Lodge 454, having been raised in 1885. The program was closed with a Benediction pro...
	The Statue of Liberty is not just a colossal 225-ton pile of metal reaching some 300 feet in the air at the entrance of New York harbor,  conspicuous by day and a guide to mariers by night. Magnificent in its conception, wonderful in design, and a m...
	The light which illumines the Statue of Liberty is a guiding symbol to the path of freedom for men of all nations.
	Yes, Freemasons everywhere can well be proud of the key role played by the Craft in the inception and erection of this great memorial, and-each of us should renew his vows and obligations to spread further the light of freedom, truth, tolerance, a...
	(On August 5, 1984, the Grand Lodge of New York observed the Centenary of the cornerstone laying in appropriate ceremonies at Liberty Island, which were attended by Masonic and governmental dignitaries. A bronze plaque commemorating the original ev...
	This article is partly based on two seminal works, one by Brother William C. Kiessel, Jr., which appeared in the September, 1983 issue of The Masonic Philatelist, and the other by J.E. Bebrens, from the October, 1983 Knight Templar magazine. Material ...

	Statue of Liberty Poster
	Lady Liberty with her torch held high.

	The Statue of Liberty Timeline
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